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1. Editorial 

Dear Readers, we welcome you all on 53rd issue of the “Voice of the Blind” which is now at your mailbox. 
Friends, one of the salient issue which has engage our attention in this issue of voice of the blind is the proposed agitation of state youth committee of National federation of the Blind Karnataka to protest the reluctance and repeated failure of the state government for last 2 years in distributing free laptops to 1000 those  visually challenged   students who are pursuing higher education across the state of Karnataka. 

We take this opportunity to reproduce below, the views of general secretary of National Federation of the Blind Karnataka Sri. Gautam Agarwal 
Mr. Agarwal states that  this is not  just a failure of the state government in procurement of 1000 laptops for distributing to visually challenged students, but this is in fact a well planned strategy of the state government for denial of the benefit to this under privileged and highly marginalized section of our society, because they do not constitute any vote bank for any political party to come in or be in power 
He further states that this is the reason that the concerned governments formulate various schemes and programs meant for socio-economic empowerment of persons with different disabilities, publicize them at the most to win national and international credit as well as awards.
Mr. Agarwal further reminds that the denial of the laptops to the visually challenged students is not the only example of reluctance of the state government, but most of the schemes of the state government meet the same fate. Such as in the budget of financial year 2014-15 along with the scheme of distribution of free laptop, the scheme of unemployment allowance was also announced for  all those persons with disability who are registered in special employment exchange and could not be placed in any gainful employment.  But in the way, by which scheme has been enforced only 3 persons with disability could get its benefit in last 3 years.  
In budget for financial year 2016-17 provision of Rs. 1 crore was made for special coaching courses for persons with disability under Spardha chetana scheme. But the scheme was not implemented and money allocated for this remained unspent and lapsed  with the expiry of that financial year. 

In the same way Rs. 1.5 crore was allocated for a scheme of awareness campaigning on needs and  rights of persons with disability in the same budget of 2016-17 but this amount could also not be spent and got lapsed 

The scheme of grant in aid for special schools has not been reviewed for last 35 years 

Even the regular and sustained follow up of last many years the scheme of financial assistance to purchase  of assistive devices is not being implemented properly. 

The accessible reading material  and assistive devices are not provided to the   children with special needs who are enrolled in normal schools under Sarvashiksha Abhiyan every year in time and lack of the fund is given as a reason for the delay and inadequate supply of above mentioned material.  If this is really difficult for the department of primary and secondary education to spare hardly Rs.  1 crore   in addressing above mentioned needs of children with disability, whose annual budget is more than 17,000 crore 
In the same way the department of higher education whose annual budget is around 6,500 crore finds it difficult to spend few lacks rupees in providing accessible reference books to the visually challenged students who are pursuing higher education throughout the state. 

Department of health and family welfare  approached NFB Karnataka last year with the proposal to offer some essential assistive devices upto worth 5,000 to visually challenged persons who come under below poverty line or belong to SC, ST categories and residing in rural areas. 
The federation submitted a list of 1200 such needy persons who fulfills all above mentioned qualifications and badly in need of certain assistive device to compensate their visually impairment in day to day life. such as a smart walking stick, Braille wrist watch, transistor and some other small devices,  cost of a unit containing all such devices does not exceed Rs.5000/. After the receipt of the list the concerned department said that there is no budget provision for these devices during running financial year, so it will be looked into next financial year. while the federation approached to the department during this financial year again the same thing was told. 

I don’t know how many people are aware  that there is a provision to spend minimum Rs. 10 lakh  for wellbeing of persons with disability under local area development fund which is available to each member of legislative assembly. But how many MLA’s, spend the money in accordance with the said provision. Even I doubt that members of our legislative assembly are aware of such provisions. 
4 years back in the year 2013 BDA allotted a C.A cite to  the NFB Karnataka for constructing a building in order to expends its social activities for lease of 30 years. subject to payment of Rs. 43,59,000. The federation paid the full amount in single installment immediate after receipt of allotment order.  But since then we are running behind the authority to handover the allotted site to federation during last 4 years. We have made more than 300 visits to the authority and met every officer from section in charge upto commissioner. Even many times we brought it to the attention of hon’ble chief Minister, hon’ble Chief Secretary and principal secretary of our nodal department but nothing has happened so for and now we have forgot the C.A Site  and entered into a new struggle to get back  our paid money in this account 

Even in budget speech of 2016-17 the hon’ble Chief minister announced that the scope of state women finance development corporation will be expended to cover persons with disability  in extending the benefit of all its schemes but it could never be implemented.

At the time of distribution of assistive aids and appliances to persons with different disability on 14th January  2017, hon’ble Chief Minister Siddaramaiahji assured our disabled brothers and sisters to enhance their monthly maintenance allowance from 1200 to 2000. But in his budget proposals for the running financial year (2017 -18) there was no such mention. 
Hostels for students 

National federation of the blind has been raising the issue of opening hostels for students with disability in all big cities of the state like Bangalore, Mysore, Mangalore, Hubli, Belgaum, Hyderabad Karnataka, etc, who are pursuing higher education in main stream educational institutions far away from their home town, but it has not been consider so for. while it is a burning need of the  day. 

Mr. Agarwal urges hon’ble Chief minister to introspect why the schemes and programs announced by him for the wellbeing of this marginalized section of the society remains unimplemented 
Finaly  Mr. Agarwal attempts to awake his own fellows by stating that even the mother does not feed her baby until the baby cries, so how we can expect our government to give everything without crying particularly, in such a country where the resources are limited and lacking then their demands and they are distributed not as per the  real needs of the people but as per the influence of the people on them.  In such a situation it is quite un avoidable to unite yourself to consolidate your needs and formulate a common strategy to influence the limited resources of the nation in your favour. 
Then only some positive difference may be visualize in your destiny.
We wish you all happy reading and best of luck in all your forthcoming endovers 
Best Complements

Editor
2. Appeal for contribution 

We appeal to all readers of this e-bulletin to share the relevant stories, news, events and development of and for the blind across the globe for this news bulletin so that we can report you the best on your success  and development of the sector.  

Dead line for coverage of the content provided by the readers for the next issue is 12th   October  2017

Please send your submissions in English and e-format to above given mail id. 

3. News from far & near
1. Not enough eye specialists in India to treat preventable blindness

As many as 10 crore Indians suffering from blindness-related ailments have no access to a pair of glasses, mainly due to lack of eye specialists in smaller towns and cities.

Although the cost of a pair of glasses is as low as Rs 250, lack of access has made the problem of preventable blindness a major one in India.

In most cases, a pair of glasses is all that is needed for those suffering from blindness-related ailments, including refractive error. Lack of awareness about these problems is also another reason.

India has one-third of the eye specialists that are needed. Over one lakh people are needed but there are only 45,000.

Five to seven per cent of children in India are myopic and they need glasses to study better. For older people, it's a huge issue, especially in villages, say experts.

The World Health Organisation estimates that India loses more than a lakh crore in productivity every year due to preventable blindness.

He feels there is not only the need for more colleges but also more mechanisms to deliver the courses. There is also a need for online courses and to increase the intake of students.

The second World Congress of Optometry, which concluded in Hyderabad this week, saw the world's leading eye health experts discussing new ideas, sharing research and knowledge from various facets of eye care.

Globally, uncorrected refractive errors are the main cause of moderate and severe visual impairment. Cataracts remain the leading cause of blindness in middle and low income countries.

2. Tokyo remodels airport toilets with voice guides for the blind

To prepare for the likely 40 million visitors for the 2020 Olympic games, the Japanese government has launched a national toilet improvement campaign.

The new campaign focuses on public facilities, and aims to redesign comfort rooms for all types of users from around the world.

Tokyo’s Narita airport has singing toilets, beeping bidets and sanitary wipes for smart phones.

Two new bathrooms in Narita’s Terminal 2 include a voice-guidance system that helps blind users and a light alert system to help signal to the deaf in emergencies.

There are also double-wide stalls for travelers with service animals. These pet-friendly units have leash hooks, pet mats and cans for dog waste disposal.

All bathrooms have been modeled according to universal design, which means eliminating barriers for the most number of users.

Universal design touches in Narita’s airport restrooms include directions for visually impaired, Braille and tactile information panels, toilet bowls with handrails, hooks for putting canes and umbrellas, lowered washbasins, wheelchair compatible toilets and emergency alarms.

3. 3 in 10 drivers in Delhi are colour blind, shows study

Three in every 10 drivers in Delhi have been found to have poor far sight vision, which means they are unable to see in detail at a distance, while half of the drivers surveyed had poor near vision.

The study has been done by the Central Road Research Institute and covered 627 private cars, taxis, trucks and bus drivers.

The study also shows that 19% of them were severely colour blind, while another 23% had mild colour blindness. About 29% of the drivers surveyed also said that they drive for more than 10 hours a day, which is against the law.

Colour blindness is the inability to perceive differences between some or all colours. It affects the ability to drive at night when visibility is reduced to a great extent.

Similar studies will be carried out in Mumbai and Bangalore.

The study found that 6% of drivers having poor near visual sharpness of vision were involved in accidents.

4. Blind student threatens suicide after medical seat is cancelled

Suresh, a 19-year-old medical student from Karnataka, who is unable to see beyond a distance of 8 cm has threatened suicide.

This is after the Medical Council of India cancelled his admission to college since his disability is regarded too severe for someone taking the MBBS course.

Suresh was given admission in 2016 by authorities in Karnataka who failed to take note of his condition. It was cancelled a year later.

In August, Suresh wrote a five-page letter, and a separate two-page suicide note with a headline - 'Notice of Death' in which he talked about his struggle to get a college seat.

He said that despite his 70% visual disability, he scored 86% in his Class 12 examinations, studied hard for his medical college exam, and sold family property to pay for his first year fees.

Suresh says he is severely depressed and says he will end his life if he does not get a solution in his favour.

Officials of the Karnataka Examination Authority allotted him a seat under the disability quota after he scored a rank of 20,000 out of 1.5 lakh in the common entrance test.

This was cancelled a year later as it violated a rule that says that only those disabled in the lower limbs can get a medical seat. Also anyone with over 70% disability is not eligible for admission at all.

The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill 2016 allows 5% reservation without any exception in all educational institutions. But as this came into force in 2017, it does not apply to Suresh’s case because he took admission last year.

5. Red Ramp Project's second campaign to focus on accessibility for the blind

The much-appreciated CSR initiative Red Ramp Project by the company H&R Johnson has been focusing on the major challenges faced by the disabled in India.

In its first campaign in 2015, the company had addressed the issue of the disabled not being able to go to public places, especially beaches.

In its second campaign, it has chosen to focus on the blind. Statistically, one out of every three blind people in the world is in India. Yet, little has been done to make the country more accessible to the blind. To watch the film, click onhttps://youtu.be/7hm_bDjoN7U
H&R Johnson, which is an integrated lifestyle solution company, started manufacturing tactiles on realising that there is a clear purpose for these tiles as they can go a long way in giving back to the society.

Globally, tactiles are used in walkways, footpaths and railway stations to help the blind move about easily and safely, India has yet to use them extensively in public spaces.

The campaign features Adwait Marathe, an established actor, singer and a theatre personality, who is blind since birth. He shows how tactiles help him commute independently in his daily life.

The campaign is about instilling self-confidence in the minds of the blind to be able to move around independently with the support of better infrastructure across the country.

Johnson's Endura Tac Tiles has also been laid down in a number of places across the country. It has been used in majority railway stations in Mumbai such as Bandra and Mumbai Central railway stations, Bangalore, Hyderabad and Kochi Rail Metro projects to provide disabled people easy access across the cities.

To get support for this initiative, H&R Johnson has created a portal www.redrampproject.org to seek support to make public spaces access-friendly for the disabled.

6. A smart helmet that helps the blind see

Five students from China have developed a smart helmet that could help the blind do their everyday activities.

It is called the Eye See, and the helmet can detect obstacles, identify text and describe people you meet.

The helmet has a camera and laser radar, which allows it to spot obstacles within a distance of about 10 feet. It also gives out a warning sound when the user gets too close to an obstacle.

The camera on the helmet can even identify text on signs and books in front of the wearer, and read it out.

Developers say the helmet can provide basic descriptions of people, by image recognition. In a demo video, the helmet guesses the age of someone facing it, and notes the colour of the clothes he's wearing.

The developers hope the helmet will help the blind to go about their everyday life more easily.

7. Disabled kids are the first to get a glimpse of the new, barrier-free Lucknow Metro

A group of 18 disabled children along with their teachers took a ride in the Lucknow Metro this week. They travelled from Charbagh Metro Station to Transport Nagar Metro Station.

The children were from the Drishti Samajik Sansthan, an NGO that works for the welfare for disabled kids in Lucknow. They were thrilled with their first ride on the Lucknow Metro, which started operations only last week.

Senior authorities at the Lucknow Metro welcomed the group and told them about the facilities which Lucknow Metro provides for the disabled.

The Lucknow Metro is a completely barrier-free public mode of transport and every care has been taken for right from the ground level of the station to the platform and concourse level of the Metro station and also inside the trains.

Blind kids used the tactile path based on braille to board the lifts to reach the concourse. The LMRC station staff provides wheelchair support to physically-disabled kids at the station. For the special kids who could not hear, a sign language interpreter was present.

Lucknow Metro authorities said that the visit was a very special and emotional moment for them. They wanted the special kids to be the first group of visitors to Lucknow Metro.

8. Tourist spots in Kerala to become disabled friendly

Soon the disabled will enjoy barrier free access to over 100 tourist destinations and 25 guest houses in Kerala.

The Kerala Tourism Department has allocated Rs 9.7 crore to the first phase of the Barrier Free project.

Barrier-free spaces will be created in all tourist public areas in the state.

The project will bring in structural changes and addition of facilities in the tourism infrastructure to make it inclusive. The aim is to convert all public spaces connected with tourism into disabled-friendly zones.

The Barrier Free project was first implemented in Kannur. The town has become the first district in India to become disabled-friendly.

Last year, Kerala received 10.38 lakh global tourists and 1.31 crore domestic tourists. Around 3% of the tourists who were disabled and another 10% who were elderly faced access barriers.

9. Take care of parents, disabled siblings or face salary cut, says Assam government to its employees

The Assam Assembly has passed a bill to ensure that state government employees take care of their parents and siblings with disabilities, or face a 10% cut in their monthly salary.

This deducted amount would be given to their parents and siblings for looking after them.

The move aims to provide for accountability for state government employees or any other organisation in Assam in taking care of their parents and disabled siblings.

The bill has been brought in so that if employees don’t take care of their parents and disabled siblings, then 10% of their monthly salary will be deducted.

If they are neglected, parents and siblings can file a complaint with the employee’s department.

A similar bill will be introduced later for MLAs and MPs, employees of Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) and private companies operating in Assam to take care of their parents and disabled siblings.

10. How to live a positive life with disability

Living a life with disability is not that easy. The stares are hard to ignore and there are people who really don't understand your problems.

In such situations, happiness may look like something that is impossible to achieve.

Every disability is different and here are a few things you can consider to lead a positive life with disability.

Research has found that music can help reduce anxiety and depression. So listen to your favorite music playlist when you feel low or negative about things in life.

Go out and get some fresh air. Take some deep breathes to clear your mind. Meeting friends and going for a movie or doing something exciting can help lift your spirits.

Guided meditations or spending some 'me' time focusing on your breath can help you release all that negative energy.

Having a disability is all about acceptance. The more you resist, the more you may feel the pain. So, it is better to accept life as it is and go with the flow.

Count your blessings and write the good things happened to you in the past and present in a journal. You will feel a difference when you tell your mind to focus on the positive things in life than the problems.

Simply smile when people stare at you or make any negative comments. It is people's problems if they are not aware or are unable to understand your life. When you smile, some will smile back and you can make them friends while you can ignore the ones who won't.

Look at your problems as teachers and understand that life is one big story that has given you an opportunity to overcome your struggles and challenges.

You are only human and at times it is okay to be sad or feel frustrated. Life is never perfect.

Believe in yourself and trust that you are doing your best with whatever you have got in life. Stay positive and happy!

11. Tobacco use can also cause blindness

Doctors at the All India Institutes of Medical Sciences in Delhi say that tobacco use can also cause blindness.

Experts have found that prolonged use of tobacco through smoking or chewing tobacco over five to 10 years affects the optic nerves.

This may lead to issues like developing cataract and loss of vision.

Several studies have proved so far that tobacco causes cancer and early death. However, its harmful effects on sight are now being researched.

The blindness caused by consumption of tobacco is not curable and is permanent.

AIIMS is conducting a National Blindness survey to collect data about visual impairment and blindness in the country.

12. Sleeping time for train passengers cut by an hour, except for sick people, disabled & pregnant women

To make rail travel more comfortable for passengers and to stop fights that break out due to oversleeping passengers on different berths, the Railways has decided to reduce official sleeping hours in its trains by an hour.

Passengers in reserved coaches can only sleep between 10 pm and 6 am to allow others to sit on the seats for the rest of the time. The earlier permissible sleep time was between 9 pm and 6 am.

The new rule will apply to all reserved coaches with sleeping facilities. There will be an exception made for sick people, the disabled and pregnant women.

The Railways introduced the new rule based on feedback from passengers over sleeping arrangements.

The sleeping time was reduced by an hour because some passengers go to sleep as soon as they board the train and this irritates fellow passengers.

13. Delhi not a state will have to wait for disability rules

NEW DELHI: Despite being notified by the Centre in June 2017, the Rights of Persons with Disability Rules cannot be notified in Delhi immediately. This is because Delhi does not fall into the category of 'state' as mentioned in the rules and the government has to take permission from the lieutenant governor to approach the ministry of home affairs which will then authorize the LG to "discharge the functions of the state government". Once this process is completed, the government will invite suggestions and objections to the rules and only then notify them.

The complication was brought to light on Thursday when the law department returned the file to the social welfare department, highlighting that "section 101 of the Rights of Persons with Disability Act, 2016, confers power upon the state government to make such rules under the said Act. However, the term 'state government' has not been defined in the RPwD Act 2016. The NCT of Delhi being a union territory, a specific delegation of the powers is required for exercise of such powers".

"A day after we received the comments from the law department, we have sent the file to the LG. Till the Supreme Court does not give its verdict on sharing of responsibilities in Delhi, we will take clearance from the LG for issues like these. The matter was also raised by BJP MLA Vijender Gupta some days back who accused the government of not acting on the rules. However, he is only misleading people. Once the Centre notified its rules in June this year, we finished drafting our rules by July 26 and circulated them for comments by August 1. Once these were received, the draft was then submitted to the law department for vetting on September 5. Now we will have to wait till the laid down procedure is followed before we can act," said social welfare minister Rajendra Pal Gautam.
14. Students for RTI applications in Braille

GOING by the dictum ‘Impairments don’t make people disable, but the lack of information does’, differently abled students of Himachal Pradesh University were imparted training in a workshop on the Right to Information (RTI) for the first time. Stress was laid on changing the rules to accept RTI applications in Braille and supply information to the visually impaired persons in Braille and CD format. As many as 35 students participated in the workshop, which was jointly organised by the Disabled Students’ Association (DSA) and Umang Foundation. It aimed at enabling these students use the RTI as a tool to solve their problems such as reservation in admission and hostels, accessibility, basic amenities, scholarship and non-implementation of disability laws.

More wait for new VC
Instead of short listing the eligible candidates, the screening committee decided to give advertisement for inviting applications to the post of Vice Chancellor of Himachal Pradesh University, further delaying the process. Sources in the university said the number of application had crossed 25, with a number of junior professors applying for the post. Some junior professors having political influence are banking on their political bosses, while several senior ones, including some from outside the state, are also in the race. The search committee had two meetings so far, but nothing much has been done for clearing the appointment of the VC and it appears that it may remain hanging till the Assembly elections.

Good riddance to biometric system
After the exit of Prof ADN Bajpai, former Vice Chancellor, on May 24, the ambitious programme to have the biometric system for teachers and employees has been dumped into cold storage. The biometric system was aimed at ensuring that the employees reached the university on time and stayed on the campus. Teachers had maintained that the academic work could not be bound in time. The move was vehemently opposed both by the teaching and non-teaching staff. They can now heave a sigh of relief that they do not have to be punctual and stay in the university as per the UGC guidelines.

No to SCA direct election
Ignoring strong protests from student bodies, Himachal Pradesh University has not conceded to the demand for the restoration of direct election to the Students Central Association (SCA) in the university and affiliated colleges. The university had stopped direct election in 2015 and student unions were hopeful that the elections would be revived in the Assembly election year. But the university had its way and foisted the nominated SCA on HPU and 145 affiliated colleges.

15. One-third of people with autism have special abilities

Researchers in Australia have found that one in three people with autism have special or unique abilities.

This is much higher than what was previously thought.

The latest research is from the organization Autism Spectrum Australia. The study says that it is important to identify these special abilities and talents in people with autism at an early stage in life.

Doing this will be critical as they go ahead in life as it will help them find meaningful jobs.

The study also calls for changing the way in which employers' and companies regard people who are autistic. It says that rather than focusing on their weaknesses or shortcomings, they should look at the advantages of being on the autism spectrum.

16. Disabling the differently abled

In July, the goods and services tax (GST) was rolled out to a mixed reception. Its objective is to prevent cascading of taxes and avoid built-in taxes — for example, excise duty at the factory gate, duty on equipment used by telecom companies, etc — thereby lowering retail prices and increasing tax revenue by more voluntary compliance.

If it proves effective, there is an anticipated increase in GDP by 2%. But the implementation of GST has not gone down well with everyone as the initial impact on the market has been an increase in the prices of goods and services. It is also because taxes have become more visible, as compared to earlier when they were hidden and built into the price itself.

What was visible earlier was a value-added tax (VAT) imposed by states at the retail level or the service tax imposed by the Centre. The new 5%, 12%, 18% and 28% tax based on categories divided into essentials, necessities and luxuries has also left the public confused.

But if anyone has been particularly hurt by GST, the differently-abled are facing a double blow. With 5% GST being imposed on disability equipment, the message sent out is not one of inclusion. Unfortunately, this notion of economic ‘demands and costs’ associated with disability is rooted in the misconceived perception that the disabled cannot contribute economically and socially.

To nurture such ideas is in conflict not only with reality but also with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), the Right to Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act 2016, and all other steps taken to spread awareness and bring about change in the way society views the differently abled.

To impose GST on wheelchairs and Braille paper is literally taxing the disabled person for trying to overcome his or her disability, in this case, the inability to walk and read. This is not justifiable and nullifies all the provisions, rules and guidelines envisioned within the RPWD Act 2016 that was cleared by the government in December 2016.

contradicting itself by passing a progressive legislation and following it up six months later with something that will hinder it. Disability activists have been vociferously protesting against the GST rollout.

Following a PIL filed by wheelchairbound Nipun Malhotra, the Supreme Court has issued a notice to the Centre seeking a response on the matter.

The government, in its statement, responding to the public outcry had said that the GST on disability instruments is to create a win-win situation for the domestic producer of such instruments and the disabled population.

This might be true in concept, but it is totally void in terms of ground reality. The domestic producer pays 18% tax on the raw materials for making disability equipment, which is refundable through the input tax credit (ITC) mechanism.

The ‘concessional rate’ of 5% would bring in some tax revenue to credit the taxes incurred in the product distribution chain. If these goods are made tax-free to the final consumer, the input taxes-led cost would ultimately deal a fatal blow to the disability instruments manufacturing industry in India, especially when facing competition from imported disability equipment that is duty-free. We have optional goods like bindi, kumkum, bangles, sindoor, etc, exempted from GST, and polished diamonds and gold taxed at just 3%. The GST burden on the disabled makes no logical sense.

The fact that disability and poverty form a vicious circle, and that any increase in price in disability instruments would make life harder for the differently abled population, is simply ignored. This either reflects the regressive attitude of the government or its obsession for political ‘optics’. This makes the ‘opportunity cost’ —Return on the most lucrative option minus Return on the chosen option — for the disabled life-hindering.

17. Anil Baijal clarifies he is yet to get file on disability rules

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant governor Anil Baijal on Saturday said that he had not received the file related to the draft notification of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Actfrom the social welfare department.

A statement from the lieutenant governor's office said: "The Social Welfare Department has confirmed that the file is still under process in the department and has not been submitted to the LGSecretariat."

On Friday, social welfare minister Rajender Pal Gautam had said that DelhiGovernment could not notify the rules directly as the Act had not elaborated on the definition of 'state'.

The file would therefore have to be referred to the lieutenant governor and through him to the ministry of home affairs which would in turn authorise the lieutenant governor to take suitable action.
18. Bengaluru dentist Rajalakshmi all set to make waves at Miss Wheelchair World 2017

There are less than 10 days to go for the Miss Wheelchair World 2017 in Poland to begin. Waiting to make her presence felt on the international stage is Rajalakshmi, a dentist from Bengaluru.

There are two women selected from India for the contest. Rajalakshmi was crowned the winner in the 2014 Miss Wheelchair India contest.

Her positive attitude makes it clear why she is such a winner. Rajalakshmi says that she is lucky to have had two lives in the same lifetime, one as an abled person and the other as a disabled person.

Rajalakshmi lost the strength of her legs in an accident when she was 21 years old. She was always keen on modeling and travelling, as well as becoming a doctor.

She also loves to drive and her car has been customized to suit her needs. She has been to 13 countries so far. She is also an assistant professor at a dental college, and an active voice for the rights of the disabled.

She requests you to cast a vote for her in the below link for Miss Wheelchair World 2017. You can vote once in every 24 hours using the same mail ID.

19. Deaf-blind people in India lack opportunity for development

Social service organization Caritas is involved in the development and support work for poor people. Director of Caritas, Fr Maverick Fernandes spoke about the situation of people with deaf blindness in India.

He was speaking before the state advocacy meeting on deaf blindness in Goa which was attended by special educators and representatives from the government.

There are around 5 lakh deaf blind people in the country and most of them are not aware of the therapies and facilities available.

Caritas is currently building a full-fledged centre for the deaf-blind in Saligao in North Goa.

The centre will have sensory rooms, a sensory garden and facilities for physiotherapy, speech therapy, occupational therapy, water therapy and medical support for children with deaf blindness.

20. Chennai to get its first park for disabled kids
Kilikili, a trust, formed by parents of children with special needs, aims to make play areas accessible to all children, regardless of their disabilities.

It is coming together with the Greater Chennai Corporation to build a special park that will be used by all children with and without disabilities.

The wheelchair-friendly park will cost Rs 1.3 crore to build. Among other play equipment, it will have apparatus that will stimulate the sensory development of children.

The park would be open to all youngsters so all children will interact with each other. Making play inclusive is what the organisation wishes to do.

Kilikili has set up three such parks in Bengaluru with help from the Bengaluru municipal authorities. They are located in Basavangudi, Coles Park and Rajajinagar.

Bengaluru is said to have the highest number of disabled friendly parks in the country.

21. Rise in number of foreign adoptions of special needs children from Karnataka

Last year, 19 children from Karnataka were adopted by people from other countries. Of these, 11 were kids with special needs.

Government officials call this a welcome trend as disabled children are often the first choice of those looking to adopt.

This includes children with physical disabilities, vision problems or cleft palate. Experts said that families do extensive research on the treatments for any such disability even before the adoption formalities are completed.

Of the 19 children who were adopted, 12 were girls. The maximum number of adoptive parents were from the United States and the rest were from Europe.

But while this is a positive move, children with disabilities in need of a family do not find a home easily, especially among families in India.

Experts hope that this will change soon. Only nine children with special needs were adopted by people living in India from among the 11 adopted from Karnataka.

22. Festival for children with disabilities ends at Bishop Cotton School in Shimla

Over 150 children with disabilities from across Himachal Pradesh celebrated the '18th Festival Of Differently Abled', at the Bishop Cotton School in Shimla.

There were many activities like cultural shows, march past, sports events to a special fair. Other activities were ringing the bell, animal races, skittles and lucky dip.

The activities were planned so that all the children can participate in a stress-free and non-competitive atmosphere.

The learning centre of Bishop Cotton School offers a complete program on functional academics, social skills, activities of daily living, and pre-vocational skills to help children with disabilities.

The idea is to encourage the children and make them feel accepted, aware and confident.

The festival was started in 2000.
23. First Uber  JOURNEYS campaign brings the story of blind social manager Rushir Falodiya

Uber has launched UberJOURNEYS, a collection of video stories about the lives of riders and driver-partners.

The initiative aims to tell the stories of everyday people who use the Uber platform.

The first UberJOURNEYS video titled is called The World in Voices and it tells the story of Ruchir Falodiya, a social media manager at TATA CLiQ.

Ruchir, who is blind from birth, depends on Uber for his daily commute. Ruchir sees the world in voices, and to contribute to open-source technology and build products that will help blind people like him, Ruchir started coding when he was 15 years old.

With VoiceOver iOS, Android TalkBack, and wireless braille display compatibility, Uber is enabling millions in the blind community seek a greater degree of independence in their everyday lives.

Uber says Ruchir is an example of combining technology with mobility to open up opportunities and independence for everyone.

24. AAP government faces hurdle in implementation of Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act
The definition of “government” seems to have emerged as a roadblock in the implementation of the rules under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities law in the Capital.

The Law Department has informed the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government that the term “State government” has not been defined in the Act, which was passed by the Parliament in December 2016.

L-G approached

The government has now approached Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal, who is the administrative head of the National Capital as per the prevailing constitutional arrangement and a Delhi High Court judgment, to give necessary approvals so that the rules under the Act can be notified, Social Welfare Minister Rajendra Pal Gautam said.

Following the L-G’s approval, the government will write to the Home Ministry to issue a notification empowering the Lieutenant Governor to notify the rules in his capacity as the “government”, a note circulated by the administration said.

On Thursday, Leader of Opposition Vijender Gupta had sought urgent adoption of the law saying it would bring the much needed positive changes in the lives of the disabled residing in Delhi.

25. Disabled man gets `patta' from minister, but no land

COIMBATORE: A disabled man who was given a "land patta" by the then collectorArchana Patnaik and municipal administration and rural development minister S P Velumani in a gala function in 2013 has found that there is no land that matches the patta details.

He said he had come to the collectorate seeking a remedy , but officials of thePeriyanaickenpalayam registration department keep saying they are yet to measure parcels of land in the area. O Palanisamy , a resident of Rathinapuri, who lost both legs in an accident, said around 750 people were given pattas in 2013. "We were given 1.6 cents of land at Veerapandi village," he said.

" But after that, whenever I went to the registration office and the panchayat office with my patta documents and survey number, they kept stating that they were yet to measure out the land and thus demarcate my portion," he said.

Palanisamy , who approached the collectorate a couple of times, said that once the collector's PA had al so instructed the officers to start measuring out the land."After that, when I went there one day they said there was no land for me," he said."Without my two legs, I cannot travel often to Periyanaickenpalayam by bus to follow up the issue. To my knowledge, none of the other patta recipients too have got the land," he added.

26. He fought disability to get a medical degree, but denied government job for being colour blind

In March this year, the Supreme Court set up an expert committee to identify what streams medical students who are colour blind can pursue without their physical disability coming in the way.

Despite this, a case of discrimination has been uncovered in the Government Medical College Hospital at Akola in Maharashtra.

The college wants to terminate the services of its assistant professor in the microbiology department, Dr. Abhishek S. Goenka, because he is colour blind.

Dr Goenka is truly remarkable because he has become a doctor despite suffering from muscular dystrophy. He is 47% disabled. But instead of supporting him, hospital authorities have decided to end his service because he has been detected with partial visual impairment.

This hospital's approach violates the Supreme Court's position against excluding colour blind students from medical study. The court said that colour blind students were allowed to study several medical courses in many other countries, and so the rules in India have to be reviewed.

This incident has come less than two months after the Medical Council of India decided to end the discrimination after the recommendation from the Supreme Court-appointed committee of doctors to lift the bar on people with colour vision deficiency.

Goenka has asked why he is being targeted now when a medical exam at the time of his joining had shown that he had colour blindness. He is the only earning member of his family as his father too has muscular dystrophy.

27. RevvUP - India's first Inclusive trip to Amusement and Water Park for Persons with disabilities

Don't have any plans for the long awaited dusshera weekend? Still confused of what you should do and where should you vacation?

Leave your worries behind, planning on us and join us for 'Revv Up- Inclusive Trip to Adventure Island', India's first all-inclusive trip to Amusement and Water Park specially planned for persons with disabilities.

Specially identified rides suitable for persons with varied disabilities, await to welcome you in this world class recreation property. Once you enter a whole new world of fun and excitement will open for you. The well trained staff will greet you with welcome drink and snacks. The thrilling vibes of riding on the most amazing and adventurous rides will take your spirits to another level and the sounds of splashing water will fill your eardrums. Not only rides, but here you will get to witness 3 super amazing and specially designed performances from trained artistes leaving you awestruck with their terrific performances. Afterwards, relish on some delicious food items at places of your choice inside the area. Apart from this you will get some time to loosen up yourself and get drenched in the Rain Dance. Don’t worry about the washrooms as we have ensured that the venue has accessible washrooms for everyone.

This special all inclusive amusement park trip is custom planned to cater to all your expectations and needs. Special care will be taken to make this a seamless experience for you. Moreover, the weather is perfect making this an ideal time to organize an all-inclusive outdoor trip.

Aforementioned, this is an 'all inclusive trip', which means it is for all the people, with or without disabilities. Come along with your family and friends and make this day even more cherishable.

Assistance and Sign Language Interpreters will be present during the entire duration of the trip.

28. Walk to Freedom - World Disability Day Celebrations

On World Disability Day, we will all come together to celebrate the first anniversary of the passage of the RPWD Act.

We want our #WDD celebrations this year to be bigger and better than ever before.

We invite all of you to please join us at India Gate on 3rd December, at 10 am, for the NCPEDP - AIF Walk to Freedom!

Join us in solidarity, in celebration or just be with us for a fun filled morning soaking in the winter sun!!

Please do share this poster widely among your friends, families, colleagues, and networks.

In Collaboration with the American India Foundation and the New Delhi Municipal Council.

Event Details

· Starts on: Sunday, 03 Dec 2017 at 10:00 AM

· Ends on: Sunday, 03 Dec 2017 at 01:00 PM

· City: New Delhi

· Location: India Gate

· Event Charges: Free

· Wheelchair Accessible: Yes

· Sign-Language Interpreter Available: Yes

· Registration Link
Organizer Details

· Organizer Name: American Indian Foundation & NCPEDP

· Organizer Phone: 011-26221276/26221277

· Organizer Email: secretariat.ncpedp@gmail.com
· Organizer Website: www.ncpedp.org
29. Blind tourists to Colombia can now experience salsa, paragliding

Salsa and paragliding are just some of the exotic dances and extreme sports that are being offered to blind tourists in Colombia.

Nearly 70 blind or vision impaired visitors from Latin America and Europe came to capital Bogota last week in one of its first blind tourism expeditions.

They tried salsa dancing, clay modeling, rock climbing and even paragliding. The initiative was started by technology specialist Pablo Lecuona in his country Argentina.

He started off by launching an online library for blind users and has expanded his activities to organizing adventure holidays in Argentina, Mexico and now in Colombia.

He found that many blind people wanted to experience adventurous holidays but were not able to as hotels are not prepared and get scared when they see a person with a visual disability.

Volunteers and emergency services workers act as guides.

30. New eye-tracking technique may help diagnose ADHD: study

A technique that measures tiny movements of the eyes may help better understand and eventually improve diagnosis of ADHD, scientists say. Emerging evidence shows that small involuntary eye movements are a promising new tool for shedding light on the hidden workings of mental processes like attention and anticipation, cognitive processes that are often impaired in individuals with Attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).

A study suggests that carefully tracking eye movements offers a new method for empirically monitoring temporal expectation in people with ADHD. “The eye is restless and eye movements occur constantly, even when observers try to avoid them. Our study shows that this continuous stream of eye movements is temporarily paused before an anticipated visual event,” said Shlomit Yuval-Greenberg, assistant professor at Tel Aviv University in Israel.

“This attenuation in eye movements can be used as an estimate for whether and when the occurrence of regular events was indeed predicted,” said Yuval-Greenberg. Researchers found that individuals without a diagnosis of ADHD tended to have different patterns of eye movements compared with individuals who had an ADHD diagnosis. The findings indicate that careful analysis of eye movements may offer an objective measure to complement other tools used for diagnosis and assessing treatment efficacy.

For the study, researchers collected data from a group of 20 ADHD patients and a group of 20 controls. On two different days, the participants came into the lab where they were shown a series of coloured shapes on a screen while their eye movements were monitored. The participants were instructed to press a key whenever they saw a red square, which appeared around 25 per cent of the time.

	


On one day, participants were shown the shapes at predictable intervals: Every two seconds the next shape would appear. On the other day, the time between shapes varied from 1 to 2.5 seconds. Participants were not told that the timing would be different between the two sessions. When the stimulus appeared at regular, predictable intervals, people in the control group responded more quickly than when it appeared at varied intervals.

However, the reaction times of those with ADHD did not improve under predictable conditions. The researchers also found that those in the control group tended to have fewer eye movements immediately before a predicted event. In contrast, those in the ADHD group did not show the same eye movement slow down in preparation for an upcoming stimulus. The research was published in the journal Psychological Science.

31. This Kerala organization is helping the blind live their dreams

The Society for Rehabilitation of the Visually Challenged in Kerala is made up of a group of like-minded people who have come together to make a difference in the lives of people who are blind.

Led by Professor VJ Pappu, the organization has been providing training in many areas with the help of technology.

Through the organisation, a Vodafone telesales centre has been set up in the state last year, which is completely run by the blind.

Since 2008, the SRVC has been operating a resource centre at the Infopark premises in Kochi, where the blind are trained in computers. So far, nine batches made up of 10 students each have successfully graduated. 65% have been placed at different companies.

One of the major accomplishments of SRVC is Heart2Heart, which is an exclusive orchestra made up of a talented group of musicians from across the state.

The team has performed over 200 shows till date, out of which five shows were abroad. All the musicians practice their pieces through memory, since they can’t read the notes.

The organization has also opened up sporting avenues for the blind. There are centres for cricket, athletics and power lifting.

32. First academy for cricketers with disabilities in Australia

Cricketers with a disability are being given a rare chance to improve their skills and play at a national level at a leading academy set up by the South Australian Cricket Association.

The academy is hoping to make use of the growing number of people with disabilities taking up the sport.

Over 1.4 million people in Australia participated in cricket in 2016-17. Of these, over 32% were players with disabilities.

The new academy is for players with intellectual disabilities, for those who are blind or vision-impaired and the deaf or hearing-impaired.

SACA hopes it will increase the number of players in each category, and help them improve their skills using world-class facilities and coaches.

Personal development opportunities like nut
33. Helping the Visually Impaired

John Shiklam writes that a non-governmental organisation, Knowledge for the Blind Initiative, is helping in addressing the challenges of visually impaired persons in Kaduna
It was a day of joy for the virtually impaired when a non-governmental organisation (NGO), Knowledge for the Blind Initiative (KBI), visited their Kano Road residences in the heart of Kaduna metropolis.

Known as “Gidan Nakasasu” (house of the disabled), the place is a squalid environment where hundreds of destitutes, including lepers, the virtually impaired, the crippled and their children live under horrible conditions.
 

The camp is erected with corrugated iron sheets that have now become rusted, as shelter for them and their ever increasing population of children whose future seem very bleak as they cannot afford to send them to school.

The KBI main objective is to improve the living conditions of the virtually impaired by providing them with the requisite knowledge.

The NGO had visited the centre to educate the virtually impaired on personal hygiene. Though the target was virtually impaired people residing at the camp, but others at the camp also joined at the roundtable discussion aimed at providing them with basic health tips for environmental and personal hygiene.

Executive director of the KBI, Andrew Gani-Ikilama, said virtually impaired people face more challenges than other people with other forms of disability when it comes to health issues as they cannot see.

Mrs. Safia Ahmadu who spoke on the need for clean environment during the discussions, said clean surrounding promotes good health and urged them to keep their environment clean to avoid outbreak of disease.

She urged them to ensure that all wastes are put into dustbin as well as ensure that pots and utensils are not left lying about after cooking as this could attract rodents, thereby causing viruses that could lead to unhealthy situations.

She further advised them to clean gutters and avoid cooking where there is trash can or stagnant water as well as clean the surroundings of their dwindling places every day.

Also in her own presentation, Dr. Salamatu Akor enumerated tips for oral health which can promote good health, emphasising on the need for brushing the teeth twice daily with toothpaste or salt, in a situation where toothpaste is unaffordable.

She advised against smoking cigarettes and urged them to go for a regular dental check up. The need for regularly bath was also stressed, while men are to keep their hair short and women to plait or braid and comb.

Similarly they were told to ensure that finger nails, excess hair under the armpit and pubic area are trimmed while under wears and beddings are to be washed regularly.

At the end of the talks, they were all presented with some basic items including tooth brushes, toothpaste and soap to start off with the new knowledge gained on personal hygiene.

Ikilama said the KBI said was determined to improve on their lives through education and skills acquisition.

“What we have done today is to help our brothers and sisters to acquire knowledge that they can use to improve their lives. There is power in knowledge and today we focused on personal, oral and environmental hygiene. Our focus is to give knowledge for quality life. That is our target,” he said.

Speaking further, he expressed the hope that the virtually impaired will have the knowledge and the skills that will empower them to improve on their living condition.

He frowned at the filthy environment and the decaying structures that accommodate the destitutes, describing it as unfortunate.

He called on the government and public spirited individuals and organisations to come to the aide of the destitutes.

He disclosed that in the last three years, his organisation had reached out to 10,000 virtually impaired people with different activities.

“I am totally not happy with the environment which the blind and other physically challenged people live in.

“I personally will not live in this kind of buildings, but we are starting with what we can. We hope to impact positively on the environment and the buildings which they live in, giving available resources. We are looking up to a day when these people would be settled in their own homes, in a community and not secluded and excluded from the mainstream community,” he said.

According to him, working for the virtually impaired is a lifetime calling which he promised his late father who was virtually impaired from childhood and who he co-founded the KBI with.

“My father, the late Dr. Bitrus Gani-Ikilama who co-founded KBI was blind when he was a child and he made me promise that I will continue to help the blind,” he said.

Leaders of the virtually impaired, the crippled and lepers who were present during the enlightenment campaign expressed gratitude to Ikilama and his team for showing concern about their plight.

While lamenting the deplorable condition of the centre, they called on the government and wealthy individuals to help rehabilitate the centre as well assist in educating their children by building a school in the centre.

Ikilama, the founder of the KBI was the first blind child in Nigeria to be enrolled in primary school at the School for Blind Children in Gindiri, Plateau State in 1955. He was also the first blind boy to attend the Boys’ Secondary School in Gindiri. He was not born blind, he became blind at the age of five after contracting measles.

After his secondary education, Gani-Ikilama attended the School of Physiotherapy, Royal National Institute for the Blind in the United Kingdom.

He returned to Nigeria after completing his studies and practiced at Ahmadu Bello University Teaching Hospital (ABUTH) in 1967, rising to the position of Head of the Department of Physiotherapy before he retired.

He was instrumental in the formation of ‘Tape Recording Services for the Blind’ in 1976, an initiative which was very successful and afforded blind people the opportunity to be educated.

In 1979, the organisation expanded its services to provide Braille production, guidance and counseling, consultancy, and later on vocational training. With the expansion, the name was changed to Hope for the Blind Foundation.

Over the years, the KBI has built a reputation for delivering crucial support and vital services to persons who have gone virtually impaired and their families.

These services include, Braille transcription and library, counseling, books on cassette, orientation and mobility training, craft skills training, scholarships, training and research through Hope Institute of Development and Research, and provision of medical and social care.

Andrew, a 1991 graduate of ABU, Zaria took over from his late father as the executive director of the KBI in 2001 and since then, he has been making every effort to keep the promise he made to his late father.

His experience as a stock broker and associate member of the Chartered Institute of Management has been quite useful in taking the foundation to higher heights, although funding has been a challenge.

Recently, the initiative assisted 30 people to recover their sights from cataract through surgery.

The surgeries carried out at National Eye Centre, Kaduna in collaboration with Ophthalmological Society of Nigeria, sponsored by the organisation and its partners who are committed to reducing blindness. Rehabilitation services are also provided for those that have gone virtually impaired.

34. Visually challenged judokas aiming high

Two girls from State are set to take part in judo event

R. Vijayashanti sweeps her opponent Susheela off the mat with a O-Soto Gari(large outer reap throw) and she falls down with a thud. In a split second, Susheela springs up and employs a Seoi Nage (shoulder throw) on Vijayashanti.

At first glance, they may look like any other judo practitioner practising at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Periamet, but these 24-year-olds are visually challenged. For the first time in the history of the sport in the State, they are going to represent Tamil Nadu in the world judo championship in Uzbekistan from October 7.

 

Hard practice

The two, who are postgraduate students at Queen Mary’s College, have been practising judo for five years and both hail from a family of farmers who struggle to make both ends meet. “I have always been passionate about sports but as I am visually challenged since birth I could not take part in any sport,” says Ms. Susheela.

Ms. Vijayashanti, who is from Tiruvannamalai district, had experience in judo at school. However, finding sponsors to send them for the tournament is a major hurdle. “We have approached the State government also. The girls will benefit from corporate sponsorship,” said their coach, S. Umashankar.

35. Bus app launched to aid visually impaired

A FEATURE of the city’s bus service app, which was launched Wednesday, enables visually impaired riders to use their phone’s voice command function to acquire the latest public bus service information.

After visually impaired riders enter Setup Interface and select auxiliary mode on the app, “鹏城公交” (péng chéng gōng jiāo), will switch to a simplified edition that announces detailed bus route information and real-time bus service information broadcasts, according to Shenzhen Municipal Public Transport Bureau, the developer of the app, at a news conference Wednesday.

The voice command function can only be used when the Voice Over function is switched on for iOS users and on Android phones supporting the TalkBack app.

The audible version for visually impaired users is one of the four major functions that the app provides. The other functions are route planning, real-time broadcast of arriving bus stops, as well as lost-and-found assistance.

By inputting a starting point and destination, the app will generate several recommended routes for users’ journeys.

An electronic bus-stop guide incorporates 9,850 bus stops belonging to nearly 800 routes to allow users to instantly locate the bus stops nearest to them and their corresponding bus routes.

The app also shows when buses will arrive at each stop, enabling riders to better schedule when to arrive at their stops and avoid missing their buses or overly long waiting periods. The app can also be set to remind riders to get off when the bus arrives at their destination.

Using the app, those who accidentally leave personal belongings on a bus can easily retrace them by typing in the time and type of the items lost and the number of the bus they were lost on into the Lost and Found system.

36. Indian-origin teenager helps disabled woman communicate through artificial intelligence

Tanmay Bakshi, a 13-year-old teenager based in Canada, is helping a disabled woman communicate through artificial intelligence.

Tanmay created his first app for learning timetables for Apple when he was just nine years old.

Since then, he has developed a cyber security app and a scam detection software for websites.

His latest project is called The Cognitive Story, and it is helping a disabled Canadian woman communicate through a network technology that is modelled on her brain and nervous system.

Tanmay says that it will give her the chance to be no longer be locked inside her own body.

The software he is developing can be used by anyone and is open to feedback and ideas online.

Tanmay believes that artificial intelligence is something that people should not be scared of, and that it could be used to help people.

37. Making buildings disabled-friendly is not being done fast enough

The government has launched the Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan to make the country more accessible and inclusive for people with disabilities.

The project has set the target of making 25-50 government buildings in the national and state capitals, and important cities fully accessible for the disabled by July next year.

However, the reports on the progress are quite disappointing.

So far, out of 35 states and Union Territories in the country, only Daman and Diu has succeeded in making 20 government buildings disabled-friendly.

Most states and Union Territories have done the audits and identified buildings that are to be made disabled-friendly but the work is yet to be done.

10 states have still not completed the audit of buildings. These states are Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Delhi, Jharkhand, Manipur, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal.
38. Meet the woman behind a mobile school for the blind in Kerala

Jyothirgamaya Foundation is a revolutionary effort in Kerala that aims to empower the blind and visually impaired people in all areas of life.

Founded by a blind woman Tiffany Brar, Jyothirgamaya seeks to help the blind lead independent lives and also tries to change the attitudes of the society towards the blind people.

Tiffany is the receiver of the Kerala State disability Award, Rotary International For the sake of honor Award and Bold and Beautiful award from Doordarshan. She is a graduate of English literature and has a teacher's training degree in special education (visual impairment), from Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University.

The daughter of an army officer, Tiffany has traveled and studied in different parts of India throughout her life. She is fluent in five languages- English, Malayalam, Tamil, Nepali and Hindi.

Many blind people in Kerala are unable to move around without help due to inaccessible roads, lack of awareness, poverty and carelessness on the part of parents and guardians.

Taking this into account, Jyothirgamaya has started a need-based individual training to the blind people at their places of residence.

The mobile blind school is a unique way to teach different skills as per the needs of the visually impaired individuals.

Other activities of the foundation include adapted physical education, blind yoga, communicative English training, employability training, legal help and various camps.

39. Bengaluru's Namma Metro leads the way in being disabled friendly
For people like Sudhakar H Chandanakera, the Namma Metro in Bengaluru is a friendly face.

Sudhakar, who has a fractured right leg, is helped with boarding the train daily by security guards who are ready with a wheelchair to help him.

When he gets off, he gets support till the exit gate. Since 22 June, Sudhakar has been depending on the wheelchair facility provided at Metro stations.

The Bengaluru Metro authorities have sensitized its staff on the needs of physically disabled passengers. There are two to four wheelchairs in each of the 41 stations. The Rotary Club has donated 100.

The disabled are helped with wheelchairs from the entrance of the station to the train. If the person wants, the wheelchair can be taken inside the train too and dropped at the next station where they get down.

At stations, there are security guards to assist them.

Every month, on the third Sunday, staff from different stations are being trained in sign language as well. The training started two months ago and aims to teach the staff ways to communicate.

40. No disabled parking facility at airport in Kerala's capital city

Kerala's Thiruvananthapuram airport has many friendly features for the differently-abled, but the disabled drivers say this is not true for the parking facility.

This has become evident after the insult suffered by Paralympic champion Joby Mathew at Nedumbassery airport in Kerala after his taxi was blocked by security personnel for violating the one-way to collect him when he came back after winning a gold medal at the World Dwarf Olympics.

While specific areas have been marked for drop-off and pick-up of disabled passengers at the Thiruvananthapuram airport, no such parking area has been provided for vehicles driven by disabled people.

Ideally there should be reserved parking areas for such drivers close to the terminal building, said experts.

41. App-based ambulance service Dial4242 to launch wheelchair taxis

App-based ambulance service Dial4242 announced the addition of two new services - wheelchair taxi service and ambulances for pets.

For wheelchair-friendly vehicles, the company has partnered with Ezy Mov and users can now book vehicles via the Dial4242 app.

The services can be used for hospital transfers and medical appointments in addition to local and outstation leisure trips, airport transfers, and personal needs.

Pet owners in Mumbai can now get instant access to pet ambulances via Dial4242, which are equipped to handle emergency medical situations and can also be used by pet owners to take their pets for routine appointments.

The Dial4242 network currently has over 250 ambulances, which include basic, ICU, paediatric, and ambulances for transportation of the deceased under its network.

Under the new service categories, Dial4242 will have 15 pet ambulances and 15 wheelchair vehicles, and are available in Mumbai, Thane and Navi Mumbai
42. Disabled KBC participant allowed to encash prize money!

Anuradha Agarwal is a physically disabled person from Mungeli district in Chhattisgarh.

She recently came into news for participating in the Indian television game show Kaun Banega Crorepati. Anuradha Agarwal works as an administrative officer in Chhattisgarh.

Anuradha won Rs 15 lakh at the show. She had announced that she would use the amount for the treatment of her brother who was fighting cancer at a hospital in Kolkata.

However, her department had denied permission to be a part of KBC and that letter came after Anuradha had already participated in the show.

The matter was raised on social media and the state government reversed its earlier decision and gave permission to Agarwal to participate in the show.

This means that Anuradha can now encash the amount she had won.

43. Kerala Handicapped Persons’ Welfare Corporation to offer bank loans to disabled

The State Handicapped Persons’ Welfare Corporation in Kerala is making bank loans from various commercial banks available to the disabled under a self-employment scheme.

The corporation will give a subsidy under the scheme.

For loans up to Rs. 20,000, 50% of the total loan amount, or a maximum of Rs 5,000 will be given as subsidy.

For loans from Rs 20,001 to Rs. 50,000, a subsidy of 30% will be offered, from Rs. 50,001 to Rs. 1,00,000, a 25% subsidy or minimum of Rs. 15,000, and for loans above Rs one lakh, 20%, or a maximum of Rs. one lakh will be provided as subsidy.

The applications will be recommended to the service area bank chosen by the applicant.

Along with the completed application form, copy of an attested certificate proving over 40% disability, and two passport size photos have to be given.

The application form is available with the Corporation and can be downloaded from www.hpwc.kerala.gov.in.

For more details, you can call 0471-2347768.

44. Parents refuse to abandon child born with disabilities

Life is not easy for children born with physical disabilities but if given support by the family members and society, disabled people can possibly lead a healthy and happy life.

However, this is a disturbing story of how the life of a disabled child becomes worse due to insensitivity and low awareness of the society.

A couple from Aligarh were heartbroken when they found that their child was born with bulging eyes, no ears and a hole instead of nose. But the couple chose to accept the child as God's gift.

However, villagers and local people discriminated the disabled baby boy and labelled him as an 'alien'.

The disabled baby boy's father is positive about raising his son, who has a healthy pair of limbs, weighs close to 2kg and breathes properly.

The couple also has a two-year-old daughter and hope for a wonder so that their disabled son can have a good life.

45. Athletics championship for the disabled in Delhi

The New Delhi Municipal Council – NDMC has decided to organise an athletics championship for the disabled people living in Delhi.

The athletics event will be held from 11 October till 13 October at Talkatora Stadium.

NDMC has already invited entries from visually impaired and orthopedically challenged students in the age group of 11-14 years under junior category and 15-18 years under senior category for the athletics event.

Special Para Olympic Federations and other registered organisations will be a part of the event.

NDMC is aiming to promote physical and sports activities among disabled students in Delhi.

46. despite Accessible India campaign, disabled people in this Goa city feel neglected

There are over 100 people with different types of disabilities in Canacona, a city in Goa.

This includes people who are blind, deaf, mental health conditions and physical disability, besides other type of disabilities.

They say that because central government guidelines and circulars are not implemented, the disabled and their families feel neglected by both the government and the society.

This includes provisions like 4% reservation in government jobs and setting aside areas for parking of vehicles of the disabled. The reserved parking for persons with disabilities has been made mandatory for all government buildings, however only few offices have reserved parking.

When it comes to jobs, even seats reserved for the disabled are occupied by people who have no disabilities.

The law has given various powers to people with disabilities but in Goa, the powers and benefits are only on paper. The disabled have to fight with the government for the simplest right.

Besides, public services like buses, railways, theaters, cinema halls and hospitals have no or poor accessibility to the disabled, which amounts to discrimination.

47. Inspiring story of a Mumbai girl who overcame disability to become a doctor

Dr Roshan Jawad from Mumbai who refused to give up to fulfil her dream, is an inspiration for many.

Some years ago, Roshan lost both her legs after being pushed out of a crowded local train in Mumbai.

Roshan who became 88 percent disabled after the accident overcame many challenges to follow her dream of becoming a doctor.

She cleared the state’s medical entrance exam but had to go through a legal battle to get admission in a medical college because of her disability.

Roshan has now cleared her final MBBS exam with first class.

Roshan’s journey is an example that success comes to those who have patience and belief in themselves.

48. Glasses that lets color blind people to see colors

Special glasses developed by a US-based company EnChroma allows people with red-green color blindness to see colors like other people do.

The company selected two men, Rick Moreau and Keith Johnson to try on the glasses as they had applied to participate in a company promotion initiative.

Both have red-green color blindness and were pleasantly shocked by all the colors they were able to see.

Red-green color blindness causes difficulty in differentiating between shades of reds, greens, browns and oranges.

49. Inspiring story of a disabled journalist H Ramakrishnan
Living with disability isn’t easy but there are many who fight against all the odds to achieve success in life.

Today we are going to talk about an inspiring disabled person H Ramakrishnan, who proved that nothing is impossible if one believes in himself, works hard and keeps a positive attitude in life.

Born in Kerala on Christmas Day in 1941, H Ramakrishnan was affected with polio at the age of two and both his legs were paralyzed.

Due to his disability, Ramakrishnan was denied admission to the local school and had to go to a different town to attend a regular school.

After clearing the UPSC exam, Ramakrishnan applied for the posts of news reader / translator / reporter but he was not given the job due to his disability.

He did not take rejection seriously and with true dedication, Ramakrishnan worked in different posts in Doordarshan, All India Radio, Press Information Bureau and Directorate of Advertising and Visual Publicity and today he has more than 40 years of experience in news reading and journalism.

He has interviewed many leading politicians and celebrities and also acted in different films.

As a musician, he has done many live concerts and also has been recognized by the Tamil Nadu government for his contribution to South Indian music.

He runs a charitable trust Krupa to help disabled people to buy hearing aids, walking sticks, tricycles and calipers.

Ramakrishnan’s inspirational journey gives a message that successful and unsuccessful people do not vary greatly in their abilities but they vary in their desires to reach their potential.

50. App developed by teenagers to teach Braille to blind kids

A group of teenagers in the United States have created an app that is of great help to blind children.

When the teenagers heard that only 10% of blind people under the age of 18 years could read Braille, they developed an app that can announce words and letters loudly for the user.

At the same time, it builds the sentence in Braille on a training board. This helps the children feel the way the sound is spelt on the board.

The app is being called the first of its kind in the world. The developers have received a $10,000 award to work on this further.

51. New accessibility and disability answer desk set up by Google

Google Groups has set up a new accessibility and disability answer desk at Google.

The service aims to help people with disabilities make full use of the various Google products and services, like Google Docs, Android, Hangouts, Gmail, and the various other platforms.

The service has been announced by the Eyes Free Google Groups, which has developed features like Talk Back. It has been the primary resource base for blind and visually impaired people.

The dedicated disability support team can be reached at disability-support-external@google.com. The team will be available Monday to Friday to answer questions about accessibility features within Google products, general accessibility and assistive technology questions.

The Google team is also looking for help and feedback from users.

52. Former Hyderabad engineer helps build leadership skills among blind children

Raghunandan Vadla, a software professional and motivational speaker in Hyderabad, aims to help blind children become confident so that they can chase their dreams.

For the past two years, 32-year-old Vadla has worked with more than 200 students of Devnar School For The Blind, and helped develop their leadership skills.

Vadla says that the children are very talented and that offering them sympathy demotivates them. Instead, he believes that interacting with them like with other children will make them feel that they are no different.

He has three-hour sessions a week that focus on personality and leadership development. He has courses that help the children improve their speaking skills and help them develop the ability to work hard and keep trying.

The students call him Raghu bhaiya and say that after attending his sessions, they are able to express their thoughts clearly. Many now take part in inter-school debate competitions as well.

53. Help the National Association for the Blind fund this annual trip for its students!

The National Association for the Blind takes all its students for an annual excursion. This has been a practice since 2015.

The NAB has a hostel facility for 161 blind students. Every year, about 30 students between the ages of 14 to 18 years are taken on a trip.

This year, the NAB has started a fundraiser on Ketto.org to raise money for the trip. Since all the funds the NAB gets is for the many projects they run, they do not have enough funds for this excursion.

The trip makes a huge difference as taking students into a new environment gives them the experience of traveling in a group. It also opens their horizons and teaches them to appreciate, understand and respect the places and their customs.

It also helps develop their mobility skills and builds confidence. And it is a rare opportunity to step out of their usual surroundings and have some FUN.

The NAB has asked people to donate towards the trip so they do not miss out on the fun and experience. Click on the link below and help make a difference!

54. Hyderabad airport is India's first to become disabled friendly! Learn how

In keeping with the Accessible India Campaign, the GMR Hyderabad International Airport Ltd has introduced a wheelchair lift or verti-lift to help senior citizens and passengers with limited mobility.

The facility has been made available to domestic passengers arriving at the airport. On an average, around 40,000 passengers fly in and out of Hyderabad each day, out of which more than 100 arrival passengers are on wheelchairs.

Disabled passengers are usually escorted by an airline staff towards the baggage claim area. To minimize the wait time at the elevators, the verti-lift solution has been introduced.

The lift is electrically powered and can be operated by a remote control. There is also a backup power source to ensure uninterrupted operations of the lift at all times.

There is also dedicated curbside parking with proper signage, and intercom calling facility at both departure and arrival ramps. Wheelchair assistance from the curbside till check-in is also provided at the airport.

All elevators across the terminal have Braille instructions and there is a dedicated security check lane. Dedicated seating arrangements and wheel-chair friendly washrooms apart from free buggy services are also available.

55. Get set to celebrate Durga Puja in Kolkata with Braille technology!

For the first time in Kolkata, the blind will get an idea of the Durga Puja theme through touch.

The West Bengal Social Welfare has tied up with an NGO to make arrangements that will help the blind experience Durga Puja through Braille technology.

The description in Braille will be available in 10 major puja pandals in North and South Kolkata. The idea is to ensure that the disabled can enjoy the festivities along with everyone else.

The pandals that will have these facilities include ones at Kashi Bose Lane, Kumartuli Sarbojonin, Hari Ghosh street in the north and Shivmandir near Mudiali and Tridhara near Deshapriya Park in south.

Some people were taken to the Tridhara Puja pandal to get a feel of the experience.

The department has been releasing the Braille puja guide since 2012. Awards will also be given for the three best pujas that contribute towards making their facilities disabled friendly.

Special arrangements are also being made for about 100 disabled people to travel to these NGOs.

56. State Central Library in Kerala to become accessible for the blind

The Kerala State Central Library, which is 188 years old, is one of the oldest in the country. It will soon have a special wing set up separately for blind book lovers.

An exclusive Braille wing will be opened soon next to the main library building that is located in the state capital Thiruvananthapurm.

Popularly called as Trivandrum Public Library, the building has one of the most rare and precious collections and was set up in 1829.

Steps are being taken to convert a room of the three-storey new building into the Braille wing. The Braille wing will have all the modern facilities to make blind visitors feel comfortable.

The library will work with organizations like the Dehradun-based National Institute for the Visually Handicapped and Kerala Blind Association for the initiative.

The new wing will also have a collection of talking and audio books in various languages, including English, Hindi and Malayalam.

57. J&K’s visually impaired student in US Space & Rocket Centre

JAMMU, Sept 25: Shubham Tandon, 19 year old visually impaired student of Jammu, has proved that nothing is impossible and disability can’t stop anyone to succeed if the one is determined.
He has  won “Light House Vision Scholarship ” and is now representing India in a week long training ca-mp at  US  Space & Rocket  Centre.
He is the Ist visually impaired student of J&K, who got this opportunity. He is one among thirty other worldwide scholarship winners from different countries, who have been selected for this Space Camp at Huntsville (Alabama), USA.
Despite of his blindness, Shubham Tandon continued his studies at home  and presently,  he is doing his graduation from MAM College of Jammu  as  student of  BA, Ist year.
He wants  to do something new in computer& software for the benefits of  physically challenged people.

58. Supreme Court nod for MBBS seats to colour-blind

New Delhi: The Supreme Court has opened the doors for colour-blind students to pursue MBBS course by ordering the admission of two such candidates, who have scored high marks in the entrance examination, for the next academic year.
Terming its action as “transcendental importance of justice”, the apex court said that peculiar facts and circumstances of the case required it to invoke special powers under Article 142 of the Constitution.

The two students had secured high marks in the entrance examination held by the Tripura government in 2015. Various colleges and Medical Council of India were arbitrarily denying admissions to candidates suffering from colour vision deficiency, popularly called colour blindness.

59. Visually impaired singer is youth icon for elections

Muskan Thakur, a Blind girl and a budding singing talent, will be the youth icon face of the Election Commission of India for the upcoming Assembly elections in Himachal.

Muskan, a first semester student of MA (music) in Himachal Pradesh University, hailing from remote Chirgaon area in Rohru subdivision of Shimla district, has been a meritorious student throughout. She was given laptop by the government for figuring in merit in class XII examinations.

Runner-up of the Voice of Himachal (junior category), Muskan has been the winner of HPU Youth festival twice and has also been an ace performer during the summer festival. She completed her BA from RKMV, Shimla and is pursuing higher studies with the help of electronic gadgets and wishes to become a professor in the university.

Nodal officer in Himachal Pradesh University Ajai Srivastav said he had received a letter in this regard from the Election Commission of India and hoped that Muskan would inspire the youth of the state to exercise their franchise in the upcoming elections.

This is the first time in the state that a blind person has been given such honour. Muskan would also be honored by the Election Commission of India tomorrow in a function at Gaiety Theater, he added.

60. Wearable that helps the deaf stay aware of their surroundings

People who are hearing impaired or deaf often face situations that present challenges and dangers specific to them, like not being able to hear a smoke alarm or a gunshot.

Now there is a wearable device called SoundSense that addresses this specific need. It listens for noises that might require immediate attention and alerts the user when it detects one.

The device is small, practical and cheap. It has a microphone that passes its signal to a microchip, which watches for sudden increases in volume. When it hears one, it vibrates and the LED light flashes alerting the user.

61. Blind woman chosen as youth icon for Himachal Pradesh elections

The Election Commission of India has chosen a 22-year-old blind woman as the 'youth icon' for the upcoming Assembly polls in Himachal Pradesh.

The name of the young woman is Muskan and she is doing a post graduate course in music. Her mission is to motivate the youth to take part in the election process and come out to vote.

This is the first time that a blind person has been chosen as a symbol by the EC to spread awareness about the democratic process and importance of vote.

Muskan is from Shimla district and has been a meritorious student throughout. She was given a laptop by the government for doing well in the Class 12 examinations.

She is also a runner up of 'Voice of Himachal' in the junior category, and has been a winner of the local youth festival two times.

Elections will be held in November this year

62. Disability is no barrier, proves successful tailor in Haryana

45-year-old Madan Lal from Haryana has shown that disability is not a barrier in pursuing a career as a successful professional tailor.

Lal, who was born without arms, has been sewing garments in a shop at his village. He faced many challenges, and was laughed at and rejected for his disability. People said that he could not make clothes without arms or run a stitching machine. When he went for training, he was sent back.

Thanks to his grandparents who took care of him, he was forced into doing odd jobs at home like any abled person. A tailor finally trained him in his village who was impressed with his ability and determination.

Today Lal has his own shop where he does everything, from measuring to cutting the cloth all with only his toes. He has become a local hero.

63. Live Braille helps the blind to walk without a stick

Live Braille is the name of a new device in the market that helps the visually Impaired to move around without using the traditional white cane or walking stick. The creator is 21-year-old Abhinav Verma.

The device is small and compact so it allows a person to swipe his hand in the air to know instantly about the surroundings.

The device works through ultrasonic range finders that can detect the distance and speed of an object that it is pointed towards.

The device is available in India through an NGO at a subsidized rate of Rs 6,999.

64. Delhi travel agency hires only blind women

32-year-old Delhi-based entrepreneur Akash Bhardwaj has started a travel agency named Khaas that employs only blind women.

Akash was inspired to start this initiative when he met an acid attack survivor who was selling balloons to look after her two children. She was abandoned by her husband and had lost her job due to the acid scars on her face.

To help and support people like her, Akash’s travel agency provides training and employment to six blind women currently.

The travel agency organizes domestic and international tours for corporate, schools, colleges, family trips and adventure camps. All the work is done by vision impaired employees with no external help
65. Braigo app helps blind understand text on images

For the nearly 300 million people around the world who are visually impaired, browsing the Internet can be a frustrating experience.

Braigo Labs has launched a beta of its app to help the blind and visually impaired people make sense of text on images.

Braigo Platform is a free web application aimed at anyone who needs accessibility solutions for the visually impaired. The platform supports more than 50 languages, and can be used to extract text from images from a variety of sources, whether from the web or from a phone.

Screen readers are usually limited to text displayed as text and are not useful for reading text overlaid on images.

66. Thai university develops cheap, touchable ink for the blind

A university in Thailand has developed new ink that could make it a lot cheaper for the blind to read.

It is called Touchable Ink, and it has the ability to rise when heated. This way the usual flat row of printed Braille letters become an embossed version that can be read with fingers. The new technology has been developed in association with Samsung, who supplied the printers, and advertising agency J Walter Thompson (JWT).

With more research, the ink will be available for use in normal printers. Touchable Ink is likely to bring down the cost of printing Braille text for blind users substantially as now there won't be a need to pay more to emboss it. Also the material used is much cheaper than what is used at the moment.

67. Most women don’t get treated for curable blindness, says study

As per a study done by the NGO Seva, most women in India do not get the required treatment for visual impairments.

This is for social, financial and cultural reasons.

The main reason is that women are not considered as important as men.

As per the World Health organization, 80% of visual impairments can be treated. Most people can be cured and their vision can be restored.

However, due to lack of funds and awareness they go untreated.

Around two-thirds of these are women. They live mostly in developing countries.

The most common cause of blindness are cataracts which can be treated in a 15-minute surgery. In India, the operation costs Rs 2,000, which is unaffordable for many.

68. Blind use brain's visual areas to solve math problems

People born without sight have been found to solve math problems using visual areas of the brain, says new research.

Human babies and even animals have a basic sense for numbers that experts believe has nothing to do with vision.

The brain network behind numerical reasoning is identical in blind and sighted people. The research also found that the visual part of the brain in blind people is highly involved in doing math, which shows that the brain is very adaptable.

The researchers tested people who were blind from birth and people with sight in blindfolds. They were asked to solve math equations and answer language questions while having a brain scan.
69. Songwriter says disability cannot stop her

Arlanna Snow, from the United States, has a medical condition due to which she is very small and has weak bones. A genetic disorder, Osteogenesis Imperfect, is the name of her condition.

Snow cannot walk but always had a dream of becoming a musician and writing songs.

With the support of her loved ones, and her dedication, Snow is now a successful songwriter and composer. Her latest song is called Solitaire and has reached number eight on the British radio top songs in April.

Snow performs her songs on a special piano made for her and says that she does not feel limited by her disability in any way.

70. Blind cricketers are now the face of Lucknow Metro

Blind cricket players will now be seen as the face of Lucknow Metro.

The Lucknow Metro Rail Corporation (LMRC) has joined hands with The Cricket Association for the Blind in India - CABI.

Together they will host matches between the Indian Blind Cricket Team and others in Lucknow in the next few months.

The aim of the tie up is to create awareness among people about the challenges faced by disabled people.

The cricket matches will be held between students of blind schools in Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and Delhi, in December.

Blind cricketers will also visit Metro stations to give morale boost to blind traveler and to sensitize others about them.

There are also plans to set up skill centres on Metro premises for training the disabled and helping them get employment.

71. HC allows girl with 80% disability admission in MBBS

Nagpur: Even after scoring 84% in HSC examination, the dream of Bhandara's Pragati Motghare to become a doctor came crashing down when she was denied admission to MBBS course under person with disabilities (PWD) quota as her disability amounted to about 80%. Now Nagpur bench of Bombay High Court has come to her rescue by ruling the disability doesn't affect student's learning capacity and directing the competent authority to grant her admission.

"We have a person with physical disability who, on account of technical stipulations, is being denied admission, since percentage of her disability is 80%. It has got no bearing on her learning capacity and thereafter its practical use to administer health aid to patients. We find petitioner couldn't have been denied treatment as PWD only because percentage of locomotor disability of lower limb exceeds 70%," Justice Indira Jain ruled.

The court made it clear the respondents had not pointed out any regulation or provision that disqualified any or more disabled candidate from consideration altogether. "No distinction, therefore, could be made in present facts between a student with 50-70% and with 80% disability. It is not pointed out why a doctor should have both legs normal, ie fully functional," Justice Jain pointed out.

She added that the respondents, including State Common Entrance Test Cell and Directorate of Medical Education and Research (DMER), were duty bound to give petitioner admission in MBBS course. "Though we don't find respondents at fault in not filling up MBBS seat provisionally, no seat is available to accommodate the petitioner. MCI needs to be approached and if it permits, a seat can be provided to her. When administration prescribed 75 seats for PWD, only 12 could be filled in," Justice Jain remarked.

Though Pragati was denied admission in PWD category, she was found eligible for general seat. She suffered amputation above knee and was diagnosed as "disabled to the extent of 60%" on September 21, 2011. This was temporary determination and on March 14, 2012, same board determined her disability at 70% permanently.

The 18-year-old cleared HSSC examination in 2016-17 and secured 547/600 marks (84%). She appeared in NEET-UG-2017 and secured overall rank was 331124 and category rank at 31357. Motghare claimed she secured third position among girls students in Vidarbha region.

She was examined by competent authority for admission percentage of her disability was declared to be 80%. It was pointed out that because of this variance, petitioner obtained certificate again from the competent authority which determined disability to be 80% only. In merit list, her name was placed at No 23 and was found ineligible for admission in PWD category.

72. Major Durga Puja pandals inaccessible in Kolkata, says study

An NGO based in Kolkata has said that more than 70% big banner Durga Puja pandals in the city are not accessible for people with disabilities.

The NGO found that the pandal managements failed to provide adequate equipment and accessibility for the disabled. This is against the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act passed in 2016.

Basic arrangements like wheelchair and ramp inside the tents are missing. Most of the pandals only have stairs to enter the venue.

The observations by the NGO also state that there is a lack of basic sensitivity and understanding about accessibility among the big pujas in Kolkata.

This is strange considering the campaigns by the central government for promoting accessible India.

73. Pune civic body fines blind passengers

A blind man was charged with a fine of Rs 300 for travelling without a Pune Mahanagar Parivahan Mahamandal Limited - PMPML pass in Pune.

Vikas Shitole is a civic employee, and was fined last week while he was travelling by a PMPML bus.

Ticket checkers asked him to produce his ticket, and he told them that he was waiting for the PMPML office to issue him a bus pass.

He was told by the PMPML’s Swargate office to come after a few days after he submitted all the documents.

Two visually-impaired passengers have been fined by the transport body in the last two weeks as they didn’t have the pass.

Activists consider this as an inhuman approach of the PMPML authorities, as they delay issuing smart cards and passes and then impose fines.

74. Over 400 disabled people waited for hours to get disability certificates

More than 400 disabled people had to wait for 5-6 hours in the sun to collect their disability certificates in Aurangabad on Tuesday.

They had gone to the Government Medical College and Hospital, GMCH, to get these disability certificates.

There were no proper arrangements made by the hospital to manage the people. There were long queues at the hospital's orthopaedic department.

90% of the people had travelled from remote areas to the main city for the certificates.

They had travelled for hours to reach the hospital but after a long wait, were told that the system was not working due to technical issues.

The GMCH holds appointments for issuing disability certificates every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

75. Blind lawyer from Ethopia wins top award for promoting disability rights

Yetnebersh Nigussie, a blind female lawyer from Ethiopia in Africa has been named a joint winner of the 2017 Right Livelihood Award. The award is also known as Sweden’s alternative Nobel Prize.

The 35-year-old human rights lawyer was honoured for her inspiring work in promoting the rights and inclusion of people with disabilities.

Her dream is to see a world where nobody is discriminated because of disability.

Yetnebersh Nigussie went blind when she was five years old and was regarded as unfit in the community. Her parents enrolled her at a boarding school for girls with disabilities where her life improved.

She went on to study law and had to transcribe audio recordings of her legal books into braille throughout her five-year degree.

She also helped set up the Center for Students with Disabilities at the Addis Ababa University and the Ethiopian Center for Disability and Development (ECDD).

76. Experiencing Kolkata's Durga Pujo magic in Braille - Blind footballer Goutam Dey reports for Newz Hook!

Kolkata is making history this Pujo season. For the first time in the city, the blind are getting to experience the magic and thrill of Durga Pujo pandals through Braille technology. In this Newz Hook special, Goutam Dey, who plays for national Blind Football team, talks about how experiencing the Pujo magic through the sense of touch.
For me the Pujo season is very special and unless I have a match, I make sure that I am always in Kolkata right through the 10 days of the festival season.

But I was always dependent on my family, friends or the organizations that organised visits to explain the theme of each pandal, the design, arrangements etc. This time, the experience has been very different.

Last night, I visited nearly six pandals across the city. For one thing, every pandal is honouring a paralympian, either by putting up their pictures and showing their achievements, or by inviting them as chief guests. At the pandals at Salt Lake and Dum Dum, their arrival and achievements was announced on the mike. It is very wonderful to see our achievements being acknowledged on such a festive occasion.

At all the major pandals, there was a Braille map and very good arrangements made for the blind. There were a lot of blind visitors who told me that they found the map very helpful. We could find out for ourselves what the theme was, whether the design was a pyramid or a dome, and who was the person responsible for that design.Everything was described in Braille.

For so many years, I would visit the pandals and feel that the sighted people are getting to experience something that we were left out of. We were never included. So this time, to know for ourselves through touch is very special. Because through Braille I am able to understand the theme much better and in a more meaningful way, much more than what anyone can explain in their words.

For the first time, the West Bengal Social Welfare department has made arrangements for the blind to enjoy the Pujo through Braille technology. Do visit and send us your feedback at editor@newzhook.com
77. ESI fined Rs 10Lakhs for causing disability

HYDERABAD: A city-based district consumer forum has directed the ESI Hospital atSanathnagar to pay a compensation of Rs10.83 lakh to a patient who was rendered permanently disabled due to the inability of the hospital's doctor to correctly diagnose the vascular compromise caused by a road accident. Apart from the compensation, the patient was also awarded Rs10,000 towards costs.

G Sudhakar told the forum that he met with an accident on October 17, 2011, while travelling on his two-wheeler and was taken to the ESI Hospital as he was a beneficiary of the ESI health scheme.

He said he was examined by Dr Satyanarayana, the head of the orthopaedic department at the ESI Hospital and an X-ray was conducted on the left knee and leg, which revealed a fracture of the Tibial Plateau.

He further said that after the doctor left the hospital at 2.30 pm, he had severe pain and was administered painkillers by the paramedical staff based on directions from Dr Satyanarayana.

At about 9.45 pm, he was referred by the duty doctor to a private hospital empanelled with ESI, on Satyanarayana's advice. The doctors at the private hospital observed severe swelling of the left leg, cold limb, absent toe movements, sensation over the left ankle and foot absent, distal pulsations absent and he was admitted with a fracture of the left tibia (Candyle) with vascular compromise. Eventually, with no improvement in vascular supply and limb condition, a below-the-knee amputation was performed.

Sudhakar alleged that he was left with no other alternative but to go for an amputation due to the callous and negligent attitude of Dr Satyanarayana.

He also filed a case against the doctors of the private hospital alleging negligence while performing the amputation. The bench further added: "The amputation could have been avoided had immediate medical attention been given to the condition of vascular compromise. The complainant was rendered permanently disabled due to the act of negligence of Dr Satyanarayana."

78. Meet the woman behind a mobile school for the blind in Kerala

Jyothirgamaya Foundation is a revolutionary effort in Kerala that aims to empower the blind and visually impaired people in all areas of life.

Founded by a blind woman Tiffany Brar, Jyothirgamaya seeks to help the blind lead independent lives and also tries to change the attitudes of the society towards the blind people.

Tiffany is the receiver of the Kerala State disability Award, Rotary International For the sake of honor Award and Bold and Beautiful award from Doordarshan. She is a graduate of English literature and has a teacher's training degree in special education (visual impairment), from Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University.

The daughter of an army officer, Tiffany has traveled and studied in different parts of India throughout her life. She is fluent in five languages- English, Malayalam, Tamil, Nepali and Hindi.

Many blind people in Kerala are unable to move around without help due to inaccessible roads, lack of awareness, poverty and carelessness on the part of parents and guardians.

Taking this into account, Jyothirgamaya has started a need-based individual training to the blind people at their places of residence.

The mobile blind school is a unique way to teach different skills as per the needs of the visually impaired individuals.

Other activities of the foundation include adapted physical education, blind yoga, communicative English training, employability training, legal help and various camps.

79. 19-year-old blind student from Jammu & Kashmir chosen for space training in US

Shubham Tandon, a 19-year-old blind student from Jammu and Kashmir is undergoing training at the United States Space and Rocket Center.

Shubham, who is doing his graduation from MAM College, won the Light House Vision Scholarship which gave him the opportunity to undergo this week-long training program.

Shubham is the first blind student of Jammu and Kashmir who has got this chance.

He is part of a group of 30 students from other countries who won this scholarship and have been chosen for a Space Camp in the city of Huntsville in Alabama.

Shubham plans to do something new in computer and software to help those who are physically disabled.

80. Know the Visually impaired comedians who are breaking disability myths

Many visually impaired people are entering in the profession of stand-up comedy to make people laugh and change the attitudes towards disability in the society.

Here are two visually impaired comedians from India who have proved that blindness in no way prevents a person from having a good sense of humor.

Sundeep Rao is a blind comedian, who decided to take up standup comedy after getting bored with his IT job. You can check out his funny take on NRIs, Startups and Trump here.

Nidhi Goyal is India’s first blind standup comedienne and a disability and gender justice activist from Mumbai. You can check Nidhi’s funny experiences on relationships and arranged marriage meets here.
81. Blind girl completes tough cycling expedition with father

15-year-old Manasvi Baheti, who is 100% blind, has shown that nothing is impossible when you have determination.

Manasvi has completed a very tough cycling expedition on the Manali-Leh-Khardung La pass on a tandem cycle. She was accompanied by her father Kailash Baheti.

The trip was organized by the Adventure Beyond Barriers Foundation. This aims to promote inclusion by enabling persons with disabilities and those without to participate in adventure sports together.

ABBF has events in trekking, scuba diving, paragliding, and mountaineering. For the first time, the foundation organized a blind-and-sighted tandem cycling expedition in the Himalayas. Twin pairs, each with one blind cyclist, cycled over 500 kilometres from Manali to Khardung La in less than two weeks.

Manasvi was the youngest 100% blind participant of the expedition.

ABBF aims to establish more connected world and remove the wrong notions attached to the word disability.

The expedition is regarded as one of the toughest and there were many check-ups done to ensure participants were fit.

82. Blind cyclists complete 400km ride

THE wind on my face was exhilarating and it made me feel good to be alive,” recalled Kiw Sin Ee.

The 24-year-old lass from Johor was describing her experience after cycling 400km from Kuala Lumpur to Perak in a tandem bicycle expedition.

“There were times it was so hard, especially going uphill, but when we went downhill, it was so much fun,’’ Kiw said, adding that it really tested her resilience.

Her trainees from the Gurney Training centre, Mohd Amirul Azhar, 24, Qairil Azry, 22, and Hassan Ali, 19, also took park in the event and each of them used various adjectives to describe their experience.

“It was hard but fun too,’’ said Mohd Amirul.

“I enjoyed it so much,’’ chipped in Qairil.

83. Visually-challenged children take part in art workshop

At the venue of the ongoing Exhibition of Modern Indian Art at Punjab Lalit Kala Akademi, Sector 16 Chandigarh, a unique workshop for the visually- impaired children was organised.

The PLKA and DAG Modern aim at making art accessible to all, which also includes children with special needs. With the help of an expert, Siddhant Shah, DAG runs a programme called Abhaas, an initiative that focuses on providing a sensory experience through the use of audio and visual aids. About 25 students along with their helpers came to the exhibition and spent two hours of quality time amidst the art works and specialists.

This initiative is first of its kind in the region and is brought to Chandigarh by artist Diwan Manna, who is the president of Punjab Lalit Kala Akademi.

Watch out
n Film screening on September 28 at 11.30 am and 5.30 pm

n Art appreciation workshop for corporate persons and bureaucrats on Oct 7 at 3 pm

n Art appreciation workshop for media persons and art lovers on October 8 from 11am onwards

At Punjab Kala Bhawan, Sector 16 B, Chandigarh.

84. Performance report of Sugamya pustakalaya  September 2017



Time for another monthly Sugamya Pustakalaya report:

Some key observations are:

1.      Now there are 19 member libraries that have contributed books to the
platform. Two organizations i.e. Saksham Punjab and NFB-Karnataka started contribution of book in the month of September.
2.      Total books uploaded on the online library till September 29 is 5737.
3.      New books uploaded between August 29 to September 29 are 516. In this
month highest number of 172 books contributed by RSVI Library, NIEPVD Talking book library contributed 108 books, Arushi, Bhopal contributed 94 books.

4.      Total downloads are 10915. Downloads between August 29 to September
29 are 686. Average 22 Download per day. Decrement of 9 books per day in this period.

5.      Highest number of downloads from Saksham Library – 269 downloads in
this period.

6.      Total titles downloaded are 1650. New titles downloaded between
August 29 to September 29 are 148. In this month highest number of 43 new titles downloaded from National Talking Book Library, 38 new titles download from saksham library and 34 new titles download from Mitrajyoti Library.

Top three performers in terms of total downloads are:
Saksham : 4143 downloads with 1276 books NIEPVD Talking book library : 2889 downloads with 1349 books NAB Delhi : 1603 downloads with 538 books uploaded on the library.

.
85. Update on implementation of Marrakesh Treaty 
The Directive and Regulation have been approved by the European Parliament, and formally endorsed by the Council. These have now been published in the Official Journal, which means the clock starts ticking.

The Directive and Regulation come into force on 11 October 2017, with a deadline of 11 October 2018 for implementation by Member States.

This will mean that all 28 Member States will meet the baseline for copyright exceptions for people with print disabilities, and there will be a legal framework for the cross border sharing of accessible titles within and beyond the EU. They will join the 31 countries who are already benefiting from the treaty, covering more than a third of the globe by population. The outcome will be more people with print disabilities enjoying more accessible publications. Benefiting from the standards and technologies developed by the DAISY Consortium, and many members are already exchanging titles to improve efficiencies and reduce global inequality.

4. Information

1. Competitive Examinations-Practice test papers
Dear  Readers,

To pass competitive examinations, practice of answering model papers (practice test papers) is a must by every candidate.

Online mock test papers. These are available in many websites for registered members, some free and some paid. These can be used only on line only, which means availability of internet service. That too candidate must have a computer or laptop. 

Off line Bank Test Series. Samrita Trust prepared "Offline Bank test series"  in five subjects for competitive examinations by banks.  These allow a candidate to answer any of the 65 tests and get the results after the time is over. After results, the candidate can review same test paper, with solutions of all the questions.  These are available for FREE download in home page of Samrita Trust. See www.samritatrust.org Please advise the blind candidates , members of your NGO library to download them and practice them in their computers or laptops without internet. 

Audio Bank Test series. For blind candidates who do not own a laptop or computer, Samrita Trust prepared "Bank Clerk Preliminary_Audio Practice papers"  for three subjects, Numerical ability, Reasoning ability and English Language".  In these test papers in DAISY audio, seven seconds of time is given after the question and options, for the candidate to think of the correct answer and compare with the recorded correct answer. At the end of test paper, candidate knows how many questions are answered correctly.  These are available for download in Samrita Trust Library in Sugmaya Pustakalaya. All members of Sugamya Pustakalaya can download them into their cell phones/ MP3 players and practice them for success in examinations. Similar practice test series for Mains examination of bank clerks are under production and will be uploaded in Sugamya Pustakalaya. 

The libraries and other organizations of and for the blinds are advised to  download and use the type of practice test papers suitable for them and get jobs in banks. 
Readers are requested  to offer your valuable suggestions to the samrita Trust  for improvement of these test series.
2. Book Review 

The below mentioned  is a 3rd publication of a visually challenged scholar and documentist Dr. G.N. Sangeetha title “Economic Empowerment of Visually Impaired Women", 
The foreword for this book has been written by Ms. Kiran Mazumdar Shaw  Managing Director  of Biocon Limited  of Bangalore 

The book released on 17.9.2017 

Subject Matter 

The book relates to the economic policies and changes brought about through ages in our Country. It is a general book and speaks about Women and disabled women. This book is helpful for people who are in the field of Economy. 

Price of the book : Rs.125/- 

for purchase of the book and other informations the author Dr. G.N. Sangeetha can directly contacted at :

Tel : 080-26596658

Cell : 9535491508
3.  Availability of one more book on inclusive Education 
CBR Network Bangalore has broughtout a new book titled “Inclusiveness in Schools” 

 please feel free to contact Dr. Indumathi Rao  Regional Advisor CBR Network  at :  0091-80-26724221 ,26724273
5. Announcement 

1. NAB - Sarojini Trilok Nath National Award – 2017
 
Applications are invited for prestigious NATIONAL LEVEL NAB-SAROJINI TRILOK NATH AWARD-2017 from individuals, institutions and CSR Initiatives to recognize outstanding work in education, empowerment or rehabilitation of visually impaired. Previous recipients of this award include legends in the field of visually impaired like Mr. A.K. Mittal, Mr. S.K. Rungta, Ms. Shanti Raghavan and Ms. Madhu Singhal.

 

This year the award scheme has been enlarged and now awards in four categories namely Best Individual, Best Role Model, Best Institution and Best CSR Impact will be given.

 

Interested person or organization may submit their achievements in the attached prescribed FORMAT. Duly filled up forms along with   copies of Testimonials & Achievements with photographs may please be submitted latest by 31  October 2017 by 
e-mail to:-

Hony. General Secretary

National Association for the Blind,

Sector-5, R.K.Puram, New Delhi-110022

EMail:  info@nabdelhi.in
2. Announcement of various competition events by National Federation of the Blind India in Delhi 

National Federation of the BLIND( India) is going to organize All India Competitions  on 2nd, 3rd  and 4th of January 2018 like it does every year. 

The readers are appealed to   record  their  entry/participation with the headquarter of the federation either by phone or in writing. 

The details of the competitions are under:

1. Senior Debate 

Subject- Open Economic Policy creates a bright future.

2. Senior Essay writing competition

Subject- Need of disabled discourse in current education System

3. Junior Debate (From 9th class to 12th class students only)

Subject- People are responsible for corruption not rulers

4. Junior Essay Competition

Subject: Media and Persons with disabilities

Braille reading, Essay writing and debate all competitions would be held in National Federation of the Blind head quarter itself 

5. The music completion (age from 15 to 30 years) will be held on 3rd January.
6. There will be a valedictory y function to mark the conclusion of the competitions on 4th January.
Prizes for senior groups

First prize Rs 20,000/-

Second Prize Rs.15,000/-

Third Prize Rs. 12,000/- 

Prizes for Junior Groups

First Prize Rs. 15,000/-

Second Prize Rs. 12,000/-

Third Prize Rs.10000/- 

Note: The participants are informed that their boarding and lodging facility in Delhi will be made from the evening of 1st January up to 4th January. No facility will be available from 5th January 2018.  One escort will be allowed with four participants. 
All the participants are requested to not the above said points and plane their joinery according to above programme federation will also reimbursed concessional sleeper class railway fare from the shortest route make preparations accordingly
It is again repeated that entry of the willing participants must reach to the headquarter of the federation (Delhi) on and before 30th October 2017 
Contact details for submission of the entries and other informations 

National Federation of the Blind 

Plot No. 21, Sector VI

M.B.Road, Pushpvihar

New Delhi -110 017

ph: 011-29564198

email: nfbprojects@gmail.com
3. Announcing TOT for Computer Teachers for the Blind in Goa
Dear friends,

Enable India, Bangalore is conducting a 10 day Training of Trainers for Computer teachers for the blind from the 22nd October till 31st October in Goa.

Intrested candidates and organizations may contact Sandesh at Enable India directly on his mobile +91 92428 77134, or write to sandesh@enableindia.org
6. Employment

1. Recruitment for Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan New Delhi 

Job title: Principal, TGT, PGT, and Primary teachers 

Total No. of post :  6205

Reservation for V.I : 69

Last date for apply – 17.10.2017

For more details please visit: www.mecbsekvs.in 

2. Recruitment for Karnataka Land records department

Job title:  Band peon and office peon 

Total No. of post :  161

Reservation for V.I : 10

Last date for apply – 15.10.2017

For more details please visit: www.landrecords.karnataka.gov.in 

3. Recruitment for RMSA Assam

Job title:  ICT Instructor 

Total No. of post :  3052

Reservation for PWD : As per government rules 

Last date for apply – 15.10.2017

For more details please visit: www.rmsaassam.in 

4. Recruitment for  District Civil Court, Bangalore Rural District 

Job title:  Process Server post 

Total No. of post :  20

Reservation for V.I : 2 

Last date for apply – 12.10.2017

For more details please visit: www.recruitmenthck.kar.nic.in 

5. Recruitment for District Civil Court, Bangalore Rural District 

Job title:  Peon 

Total No. of post :  50

Reservation for V.I : 5 

Last date for apply – 12.10.2017

For more details please visit: www.recruitmenthck.kar.nic.in 

6. Recruitment for Central University of Karnataka Kalaburagi

Job title:  Associate, Assistant professor post 

Total No. of post :  103

Reservation for V.I : 2

Last date for apply – 27.10.2017

For more details please visit: www.cuk.ac.in 

