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1. Editorial 
Dear readers, 
Please find 66th issue of “Voice of the Blind” at your mail box  

In many respects, April is regarded as the month of new beginnings. On first of April, many business establishments open their new account books. April also marks the beginning of Bengali, Tamil, Telgu and Malyalam New years.  No wonder then, that April is looked forward to in many past of India as the month of new hopes and aspirations.  

As per as the disability sector is concerned, many international days are observed relating to various concerns of the persons with disability. 

For instance 1st April is marked as International Autism Day, 23rd April is marked as “World book and Copyright Day’ which has its own significance for persons with print disability. 

25th April is observed as ‘International Guide Dog Day’ 

We take this opportunity to reproduce below the statement of world blind union on the occasion of world book and copyright day to be observed on 23rd April 

WBU statement for World Book and Copyright Day, 23 April 2018

April 23 is marked annually as the World Book and Copyright Day. On this occasion, the World Blind Union highlights the importance of books and promotes its vision of inclusive societies where people with visual disabilities can freely access and share printed materials across borders without discrimination.

With fewer than 5% of published works accessible to people with visual disabilities worldwide, and fewer than 1% accessible in the developing countries, the World Blind Union is pushing for the ratification and implementation of Marrakesh Treaty by all countries. The Treaty calls on countries to modify their national copyright laws to permit the production of accessible works. The Treaty also authorizes cross-border exchange of accessible works and permits direct distribution of accessible materials to individuals—critical for people in poor countries that may not have libraries or schools for the blind to manage distribution.

The President of the World Blind Union, Dr. Fred Schroeder, observes that for the Marrakesh Treaty to fulfill its potential, more countries must participate in the sharing of accessible works. "As more countries ratify the Marrakesh Treaty, more and more books will become available for distribution. The real impact will come when the countries that produce large numbers of accessible books ratify the Marrakesh Treaty", says Dr. Schroeder. Read more on WBU website​.

In Latin America, for example, where most of the countries have ratified the Marrakesh Treaty, many visually impaired people and institutions for the blind across the region are able to download more than 56,000 titles of accessible books. The books are available at the Tiflolibros library in Argentina, the first ever digital library for the blind in the region. According to Pablo Lecuona, Director & Founder of the library,​ there is an increasing number of alliances that are producing and sharing accessible books across the Latin American region. For example, Ecuador recently shared about 5,000 new books, both digital and audio, which will be incorporated and made available to users through the library. ​"Our objective is to reach users all over the world as more countries ratify the Marrakesh Treaty", says Mr. Lecuona.

In recognition of the World Book and Copyright Day, the World Blind Union wants all countries to ratify and properly implement the Marrakesh Treaty to enable people with print disabilities have full access to books and other printed works. To date, only 35 countries have ratified the Treaty. 

The World Blind Union further calls on governments to stop imposing laws and regulations that restrict cross border sharing of books and other print works. In addition, the WBU wants governments to consult with print-disabled people, disability rights groups and national human rights institutions regarding the appropriate measures to implement the Marrakesh Treaty. Such consultations are the best way to ensure that the Treaty is practically effective in achieving its important objectives. 

With Best Complements
Editor 

2. News from far & near
1. State of Texas in United States gets its first deaf female police officer

The Dalhart Police Department at Texas in the United States is all set to get their first deaf female police officer. Erica Trevino is making history as the first deaf officer in the state of Texas.

This young woman has a bachelor’s degree in forensic science. She graduated in third place from her class.

Erica always wanted to become a police officer. It is a dream that she has had as a toddler. People constantly told her that she could not be a police officer due to her disability. But that never stopped Erica from following her life goal.

Erica says that she did not want people to tell her what she could or could not do.

The police chief and other officers at the Dalhart Police Department are excited to welcome Erica onboard. They describe her as an intelligent and articulate officer.

Erica is undoubtedly a role model to millions who wants to chase their passion.
2. State Institute of Educational Technology, Kerala, starts audio lessons for blind students

To include students who are blind and have low vision in the mainstream, the State Institute of Educational Technology (SIET-Kerala) is launching teaching materials in audio format with help from Prasar Bharathi.

The first episode of Kettu Kettu Padikkam was broadcast through All India Radio at 9.16 PM last week. The topic was biology.

Instead of reading out text for blind students, as is usually done, SIET will focus on making the format appealing to the students through creative experiments. There are plans to have audio plays.

The focus of the classes is on subjects like science and math as these are harder for students with visual disabilities. The content is currently being developed for blind students from classes 1 to 12. There are plans to expand to non-science subjects later.

The SIET is responsible for the planning, research, production and evaluation of digital content like video, audio programmes, multimedia objects, software, etc. for educational purpose.

The episodes will be broadcast regularly from 20 April 2018 in a 30-minute slot from 9.16 PM.

Around 100 clips will be shown at first. These will also be broadcast on Doordarshan from 6.30 AM to 7.30 AM. They will also be distributed in CD format for free in schools for disabled children.

A teachers’ pool will be formed to create content. A workshop for teachers and experts in the field will be held soon to put together more ideas.

3. This shirt enables people who are deaf to feel the music

Sound Shirt is the name of a wearable device that can make the world musical for people with hearing disabilities.

The wearable device has been created by a London-based fashion company, called Cute Circuit. The device has been tested for almost a year now.

The Sound Shirt is a tight-fitting blue jacket made of synthetic fibres. It is fitted with 16 tiny motors.

The shirt processes sounds with the help of eight microphones and converts them into vibrations.

These different vibrations are then felt by the wearer, giving them a sense of music.

The device will be tested during an upcoming concert by the musician Tchaikovsky in Hamburg’s Laeiszhalle concert hall, in Germany.

Claudia Weyel, a 50-year-old teacher from Frankfurt, will be putting on the shirt to experience the performance.

4. First accessible trekking trail launched in Nepal for disabled travelers

The Tourism Department of Nepal has taken a welcome step to encourage disabled travelers.

Nepal has launched its first accessible trekking trail for people with disabilities and the elderly.

The trekking route is in Pokhara city between Sarangkot and Naudanda.

The walking trail will also have signage and washrooms for disabled people.

People who trek on the route will be able to watch some amazing views of Mount Annapurna, Mount Fisthtail, and Mount Manaslu.

The accessible route was launched during a three-day international conference that was held in Nepal recently.

The first of its kind conference was based on the theme, Accessible Tourism.

The Nepal government has said that the trekking trail will be improved over time to make it the best in the world in order to get more disabled tourists.

5. No proposal to set up exclusive university for disabled: Govt

NEW DELHI: The Human Resource Development (HRD) Ministry today said there was no proposal to set up a full-fledged university for disabled people in the country.


Minister of State for HRDSatypal Singh informed Lok Sabha in written response to a question that "at present the government is not considering any proposal to set up a full-fledged university for disabled persons in the country".


According to the 2011 Census, Singh said, about 2.68 crore people are disabled, accounting for 2.21 per cent of the country's population.

6. Chennai advocacy group launches devices for people with disabilities

CHENNAI: Two low-cost devices that enable people with motor disabilities to access and use electronic and tech devices were launched by a city-based advocacy group for People with Disabilities (PwD).
Aimed at increasing self-sufficiency among people with motor disabilities, the switch and the interface launched on Wednesday, will improve their access to battery-operated devices and appliances as well as electronic devices such as computers, tablets, and laptops.

One of the two low-cost devices, VBoss, is a switch that helps in operating battery-operated toys or devices, as motor difficulties make it difficult to yield the necessary pressure required to operate switches. When VBoss is inserted in an interface device, Vinner, — which can be plugged in a USB slot of a phone or a laptop — the latter enables the switch to act as the left-click of a mouse.

“Thus, people who have trouble using keyboards and mouse can use the switch and interface combination for learning, playing games or doing work,” said R Balaji, fromVidya Sagar.

Using the virtual keyboard, the two devices and software, life becomes easier for the person who until now had trouble accessing tech devices.

Nandhini Botta, an electrical engineer working in the USA, who has a sister with limited functional communication, came up with a prototype of the two devices. The prototypes were tested and replicated at Vidya Sagar.

Battery-operated devices and appliances such as torch, fan or toys that have ON and OFF switches are often not easily accessible for people with difficulties in motor movement. VBoss alone can be used for operating battery-operated devices.

“Such devices enable people with motor movement difficulties to be self-sufficient. Also, kids won’t have to depend on anyone else to play with as their toys will be enabled to be operated with the switch,” said Kalpana Botta, principal of the Vidya Sagar School.

“The devices are priced at Rs 750. Vidya Sagar will be patenting the technology, and then developing and distributing them among those who need it,” added Kalpana

7. Beauty contest in Japan breaking barriers of disability

In a unique beauty contest held in Japan, the barriers faced by people with mental and physical disabilities have been broken.

24-year-old, Mana Yokoyama, who is one of the contestants, says that participating in the beauty pageant has been a memorable experience.

Yokoyama walked the runway with confidence and grace. Her secret is that she is a positive person and believes in her abilities.

Yokoyama wants to pursue a career in the fashion industry and feels that the contest has helped her a lot.

Contests for disabled people are a great way of helping them gain self-esteem and confidence in life.

It also helps them to get a better perspective of life.

8. Meet Kritika Khanna, India’s first para-rower

Kritika Khanna is 33 years old and training to be India's first professional para-rower.

She is being trained by Lieutenant Colonel Gaurav Dutta, India’s only para-tri-athlete.

Kritika Khanna lost her leg in a life-threatening accident in 2003. Her leg was amputated and her plans to become a dancer were affected.

For a few years Kritika struggled to come to terms with her disability.

She always loved dancing and started taking up classes again.

After Lieutenant Dutta contacted Kritika and asked her to take up rowing professionally, she left her hometown in Jammu. She relocated to Pune to train and has been working hard since then.

Currently she is aiming to qualify for the Asian and World Rowing Championships to be held in 2019.

She hopes to win a medal for India and is confident of doing so.

9. Delhi High Court disapproves state government's move to purchase standard floor buses

The decision of the Delhi government to purchase 1,000 standard floor buses has been criticized by the Delhi High Court.

The court has been hearing the case of the bus purchase since 2017.

The court said that the standard floor buses are of no use to people with disabilities, senior citizens, and even small children as they are not accessible.

The Delhi government wanted to initiate the buying process for 2,000 buses by issuing tenders in June this year. The new vehicles were to be supplied after 31 March 2019 at a cost of Rs 300 crore.

However, disability right activist Nipun Malhotra moved court against this decision. He suggested that instead of buying standard floor buses, the government should instead purchase low-floor buses.

The court has taken up the issue and said that spending money on the standard floor buses would exclude disabled people and the elderly.

10. Special gloves enable blind and low vision people to experience artwork

An art exhibition in Prague in Czechoslovakia, is helping people who are blind and have low vision to touch artwork in virtual reality. This is thanks to special gloves.

The Touching Masterpieces exhibit offers visitors many 3D models of famous statues to experience via haptic feedback in the gloves.

The exhibit opened last week at the National Gallery of Prague. Many users were invited to test it.

The project is the brainchild of Neuro digital Technologies. This is a company in Spain working in partnership with Leontinka Foundation for the blind and visually impaired, Geometry Prague, and the National Gallery.

Neuro digital started working on these gloves in 2015. The haptic feedback gives users a glimpse of art they never could experience before.

Haptic feedback, also called haptics, is the use of the sense of touch in a user interface design to provide information to the user. When referring to mobile phones and similar devices, this usually means the use of vibrations from the device's vibration alarm to denote that a touchscreen button has been pressed.

Blind children are usually taught in schools with tactile pictures. However, these have little to do with reality.

The haptic gloves are sensitive enough to show the difference between various kinds of materials. Those who use them can tell if the artwork is smooth, rough, or textured.

11. People with disabilities resort to semi-clad protest to assert their rights

AURANGABAD: Hundreds of people with disabilities on Monday took to the streets, semi-clad, to demand release of funds reserved for them in the budget of local bodies. Activists also demanded implementation of schemes available for people with disabilities.

Prahar Apang Sanghatna, the organiser of the protest received widespread response to its protest call. Almost 500 people with disabilities from the region joined the protest march held on Monday from Kranti Chowk.

Activists said that the government has laid down Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act, 1995 and revised the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill 2016 for complete rehabilitation of disabled people.
Shivaji Gade district chief of Prahar Apang Sangathna said, “The zilla parishad (ZP) is neglecting people with disabilities. We demand implementation of various schemes within the act through the ZP.”


The demands put forward by the agitators include the disbursement of ZP’s 3% fund to beneficiaries through lucky draw and constitution of a 3% Disabled Fund Planning Committee by the administrative body. The demand also include transfer of welfare funds directly to the account of disabled person, orders to be given to gram panchayat and the panchayat samiti for the release of their 3% budget for welfare of people with disabilities. Other demands include online registration of disability certificate holders, distribution of business location for disabled people to start their businesses, priority for disabled people in government housing schemes, scholarship for students with disabilities and granting benefits of agriculture schemes to farmers with disability.

12. Disabled students in Punjab University cry out for facilities at varsity

CHANDIGARH: Prevalent infrastructure and facilities at Punjab University (PU) leave a lot to be answered when it comes to catering to the needs of the differently-abled students on the campus. The disabled students say most conspicuous inadequacy is the absence of ramps at the majority of teaching departments and boys’ hostels. Sector 14 market is deemed inaccessible to the differently-abled by the absence of infrastructure.

“There are no tactile paths for the visually-impaired and railings for support in staircases. No separate parking facility is there for the differently-abled despite the same being facilitated in the markets outside PU. There is no ramp inside the university auditorium too. Getting into the classrooms, even on the first floor, gets physically exhausting for us. Though e-rickshaw rides have been made free for the differently-abled, identity cards have not been issued for availing the facility. There was no formal communication from the university to make us aware of the facility.” says Dheeraj, a PhD scholar at University Institute of Chemical Engineering and Technology (UICET).

“Library lift is not wheelchair-friendly. There are no separate restrooms for the differently-abled. Auditory traffic signals need to be installed to aid the visually-impaired as per the Accessible India campaign,” says Pardeep, a PhD scholar at Centre for Human Rights and Duties (CHRD).

Visually-impaired students face difficulty in classrooms as well as during their exams. “We are unable to record classroom lectures and the faculty does not provide us with the notes in an alternative format such as audio-books. Assignments are the same for all students and I face a substantial amount of difficulty while submitting them on time. No special consideration is given to the differently-abled students. University does not provide us scribes for writing our examination papers, arranging them is a difficult task for us” says Prince Wadhwa, a visually impaired student who is pursuing Master of Arts at department of Hindi.

Emanual Nahar, dean student welfare (DSW), said “I have already written to the executive engineer department regarding the construction of ramps as per the guidelines of Supreme Court. Vice-chancellor approved the free e-rickshaw rides for the differently-abled and the students belonging to the Economically Weaker Section (EWS) category. Circulars regarding this facility have been circulated to all departments. However, chairpersons have not responded with the names of both differently-abled as well as EWS students. Those who need to avail the facility can contact their respective chairpersons. No one has approached our office regarding the need for separate parking and accessible toilets.”

Moreover, students say PU should formally establish Equal Opportunity Cell (EOC) on the lines of Delhi University, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU). “EOC will work as a resource centre for us and will also help us in getting funds from UGC and other government agencies.” says Manish, a student at the department of political science.
Nahar said, “Dean of University Instruction (DUI) has already taken note of their demands related to Equal Opportunity Cell and a decision is expected to be taken in a meeting soon. We have always addressed their problems whenever we have been approached.”
Moreover, these students feel that lack of infrastructure also impacts their social integration. “There are far too many steps at Student Centre, making it inaccessible for us contrary to the provisions in The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act 2016. Differently-abled cannot be denied the right to be socially active. PU students need to be sensitised towards differently-abled,” says Shubham Sharma, a student at the department of political science.
13. Drumhead, the thinnest hearing aid can enable humans to hear like cats

Researchers at Case Western Reserve University in the United States are developing a device that can significantly improve the hearing abilities of humans.

The device is called drumhead. It is a thin device capable of receiving and transmitting signals across a radio frequency.

The frequency range is much greater than what humans can hear naturally.

The device could change the future of communications and sensory devices as it is super thin and very effective.

Future devices based on this technology will enable humans to hear sounds outside their normal frequency range.

Other animals such as the house cat or beluga whale display the properties of a wider audio frequency detection range.

They are able to hear sounds that hearing people cannot due to physical limitations.

However, researchers are hoping that drumhead will change that in the near future.

14. Top United States sportspersons in India to aid hearing aid charity

Aaron Rodgers and Danica Patrick are a power couple from the United States, who are heading to India on a special mission.

Aaron Rodgers is a football player with the Green Bay Packers team, while his girlfriend Danica Patrick is a race car driver.

The two will be coming to India as part of a charity mission with Starkey Hearing Foundation.

Starkey Hearing Foundation works in more than 100 countries to give the gift of hearing to people who do not have access to hearing aids.

While in India, Aaron Rodgers and Danica Patrick will help in getting children and adults fitted with hearing aids.

As per reports, some of the recipients of the hearing aids will be hearing for the first time ever.

15. Braille Neue - A typeface that merges Braille one can touch with letters that can be seen

For a sighted person, Braille looks like a language in code. As a result, braille is an add-on for some situations, and not a standard that a blind person can expect to see next to visual text.

Japanese designer Kosuke Takahashi wanted to see if Braille might be something that sighted people could learn to read with their eyes rather than their hands. He tried many experiments that finally led to Braille Neue.

Braille Neue is a typeface that is legible to a sighted person, but it skeleton is based upon the bumps of Braille. As a result, it can be seen with the eyes or the hands. It’s a font for anyone.

To design the typeface, Takahashi began with the braille grid itself. He tried drawing Japanese characters by connecting the dots, but he could not move the braille dots, as that would destroy the the legibility of braille.

Takahashi had to be more creative with the letterforms themselves. The final result, he hopes, will bring in a more inclusive era for graphics in public spaces. He hopes to implement Braille Neue somewhere at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics.

16. Parents allege child disabled after injection, file complaint

BENGALURU: A child’s parents staged a protest in front ofPeople Tree Hospital,Goraguntepalya, Tumakuru Road, on Tuesday, alleging an injection administered by an intern-nurse at the hospital 16 months ago has rendered their two-year-old boy bed-ridden and speech-impaired.
The parents, who were accompanied by activists from an NGO, have filed a medical negligence complaint against doctors, nurses and the hospital with the Karnataka Medical Council (KMC), saying their son Niranjay Manoj cannot sit, turn around or move his neck.

In November 2016, Niranjay was seven months old when he suffered from cough, wheezing and respiratory trouble and was admitted multiple times at the People Tree Hospital’s branch in Dasarahalli. The boy was shifted to the ICU of the hospital’s Goraguntepalya branch when his condition deteriorated.

“On November 29 morning when doctors suggested his discharge, a nursing intern gave my son an injection. As my son’s course of antibiotic injections was over, I asked him about this injection, but he just said that madam had told him to administer it. The child was given an adrenaline injection when he didn’t need one. All he had was wheezing. Soon after the injection, Niranjay turned pale and fell unconscious,” said Manoj M V, the boy’s father and a Dasarahalli resident.

The comatose boy was shifted to the ICU again and discharged on February 14. With the insurance package not covering the entire bill of Rs 2.9 lakh, one of the doctors paid Rs 1.79 lakh to the patient’s family to clear the bills, the parents said in their complaint. “The doctors had said the boy would become better in 5-6 months. But his development has only been hampered,” rued Manoj.

Doctors who treated the boy said he was suffering from lung infection and adrenaline was a life-saving injection that had to be administered to him.
KMC authorities confirmed receiving the complaint and said the case is yet to heard. The family has also filed a private complaint under Section 200 of the Criminal Procedure Code in the court of the additional chief metropolitan magistrate in Bengaluru.

Members from the Native Empowering and Equipping Team for Hope and Interaction (NEETHI) accompanied the parents during the protest.
17. NMC to conduct survey of people with disabilities

Nagpur: The Nagpur Municipal Corporation’s social welfare department is all set to carry out a survey to identify persons with disabilities, informed women and child welfare consultative committee chairperson Pragati Patil here on Tuesday.
Patil, who on Tuesday convened a first meeting of the committee, said in 2014-15, the NMC had conducted a survey and found around 7,957 persons with disabilities in the city. “But the survey was not completed and even the NMC had failed to provide disability certificates to most of them,” she said. Now, a fresh survey will be carried out to identify such people on a priority basis, she said.

In the last financial year, a budgetary provision of Rs11.65 crore (including Rs6 crore for physically challenged people) was meant for women and social welfare department. “But of the amount only Rs4.31 crore was spent,” committee’s vice-chairperson Divya Dhurde said.

Patil claimed that the NMC will also construct a state-of-the-art rehabilitation centre for physically challenged persons. Along with this, the NMC’s social welfare department will also undertake survey of homeless children in the city.
Besides these projects, the committee also aims to take up special training programmes for self-help group members.

“This year the NMC will try to introduce new products in its women expo for SHGs and only SHGs registered with the civic body will be allowed to participate,” she said. For the purpose, the social welfare department will conduct zone-wise meetings with SHGs members between April 15 and April 30, she said.

To a query, she said the NMC’s social welfare department will also help the SHG members to take loans from nationalized banks. The department will provide a food stall and a Xerox centre for SHGs on NMC’s premises in Civil Lines.

During this fiscal, NMC is planning to construct homes for senior citizens and also 24x7 night shelter for women, she added.
18. Devices for people with motor disabilities launched in Chennai

Two low-cost devices that will help people with motor disabilities access and use electronic devices have been launched. The devices were launched by Chennai-based advocacy group, Vidya Sagar.

People with motor disabilities can access computers, laptops, mobile phones, tablets, and other products with the help of these devices. This will make things easier for them in a world which relies highly on technology.

The two devices are called VBoss and Vinner. With the help of these two devices, people with motor disabilities can use a mouse and keyboard smoothly.

Vboss and Vinner will help them to play video games and access the Internet.

The devices will be priced at Rs 750. They are patented by Vidya Sagar, who will develop and distribute them to those who need it.

19. Twitter introduces new option to report hate content targeting disabled people

Twitter has updated their reporting form. Now people can report content that targets people with disabilities.

Twitter was reluctant to introduce this option earlier due to lack of space. Now it has changed its rules. In a statement, Twitter said it is against their rules to attack an individual.

This change comes after Natalie Weaver, who is from the United States, came forward to report the use of her disabled daughter’s picture to promote eugenics.

Eugenics is is a set of beliefs and practices that aims at improving the genetic quality of the population.

Weaver’s daughter has Rett’s Syndrome, a genetic brain disorder. Twitter refused to take down the tweet, but later agreed after strong criticism from social networking sites.

Twitter has always ensured that they do not promote hate content or speech on their platform. Accounts of more than 20 famous people have been suspended or banned due to this.

Last September, Twitter said that they took down 2,29,000 accounts because they suspected that these accounts were linked with terrorism.

20. Battery-operated cars at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus launched for elderly, disabled people

To provide a smooth, hassle-free movement for senior citizens, pregnant women, and disabled people, the Central Railways has started two battery-operated cars at the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (CSMT).

The service has been launched keeping in mind the needs of long-distance passengers.

These vehicles will soon be launched at Kurla, Lokmanya Tilak Terminus (LTT), and Dadar stations as well, from where long-distance trains depart. Four more battery-operated cars will be purchased.

The car looks like a golf cart and can accommodate four to six people with hand luggage. The service needs to be booked before leaving for the station. Then the car will be ready near the taxi stand.

The service is only for senior citizens, pregnant women, and disabled people. The charge per trip is Rs 40.
Every day, at least 47 pairs of long-distance trains arrive and depart from CSMT. There are 10 platforms dedicated to long-distance trains that depart from CSMT station every day. Rail authorities will be charging the battery from time to time.

21. 6 important trips for disabled travelers

Times have changed for travelers who use wheelchairs, or have other disabilities. There are many more accessible travel opportunities. All you need is some planning in advance.

· Seek Help: Ask your airline for assistance while booking a ticket or a few days before your trip so your time at the airport becomes easier. Many airlines will designate an employee to meet you when you arrive to guide you. You can also request assistance when you land at your destination.

· Plan Ahead: Many hotels are now welcoming travelers with disabilities. But its good to give them a heads up about your needs if you want something specific.

· Work with an Agent: Someone who specializes in working with disabled travelers can arrange every aspect of your trip. They will verify the hotels, resorts, or restaurants you are interested in are accessible.

· Find a Guide: There are guides all over the world who have experience in working with travelers with disabilities. Some even arrange for wheelchairs, scooters and canes or know sign language. They will also take your needs into account while planning tour packages.

· Consider a Tour: Several travel operators offer both private and group trips for those with disabilities. They take into account your precise needs.

· Visit Accessible Sites: Many museums like the Guggenheim in New York have specific tours for disabled people. These are free, but must be reserved in advance.

22. 3-day sports event for disabled people held in Jammu and Kashmir

The organizers of Special Olympics Bharat, in Jammu and Kashmir held a three-day sports event for people with disabilities, called Khelo India.

The Special Olympics is a platform for disabled people to showcase their talents in the field of sports.

Nearly 300 people took part in the Special Olympics event. They enjoyed participating in various sports events. Some of the events were a 50-metre walk, 100 meter walk, softball, throwball, and a wheelchair race.

Some of the noted players at the Special Olympics event were Sunil Sharma, Raj Kumar Sharma, Khjoor Singh, and Ishwer Shard. Participants were divided into different teams. Each team was seen putting up their best performances to bag the trophies.
23. Not enough public toilets, no ramps for disabled

LUCKNOW: Toilets constructed by Luck now Municipal Corporation fall short not only in number but also of the minimum requirement under the guidelines of Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM).
Blatantly ignoring the norms set by the Centre’s programme, public toilets constructed by LMC lack basic facilities for the disabled and children. Besides, the corporation has been able to meet only one-fourth of the target of the mission launched in 2014.


Building public/community toilets in areas facing chronic open defecation was the prime target of SBM. Municipal bodies had to survey these areas and build the required number of toilets there. LMC’s survey suggested building around 90 toilets in such areas. However, LMC has made only 25 toilets till date despite receiving Rs 1.2 crore from the Centre as the first installment since.

The biggest blunder committed by the corporation while building these toilets is that it has ignored the mission’s basic guideline of providing a ramp near the stairs to facilitate access to the disabled. Secondly, LMC has not made any low-height urinals mandated for children. Besides, SBM also mandates that toilets have proper arrangement of water supply, electricity and ventilation.
24. Postpone merit list for students with disability: HC

The Bombay high court on Wednesday directed that a merit list for persons with disability be “postponed” till the state doesn’t establish a special medical board to certify students with learning disability for post-graduate (PG) medical admissions in Maharashtra.

A bench of Justices R V More and Sadhana Jadhav recorded the state’s statement that the Director Medical education and Research (DMER), Mumbai, has sought guidelines from the Directorate General of Health Services, Delhi, for framing a special medical board under the Disability Act as it would help Maharashtra government to establish a special panel to assess persons with disability who are aspirants for medical PG admissions for 2018-19.tnn
25. For husband’s disability certificate, woman carries him on shoulder for 15km for weeks
MATHURA: In a heart-wrenching incident, 34-year-old Vimla Singh had to carry her disabled husband Badan Singh on her shoulder for over 15km for several weeks to obtain a disability certificate from the CMO’s office in Mathura.
Since she did not have the money to hire an auto or a taxi, she walked from her house in Geeta Vihar colony to the CMO’s office and back. Earlier, an NGO had refused to give her husband a tricycle as his “one leg was working”.

The couple had approached the government to get a free wheelchair under a state-run scheme and required a disability certificate for that. To the get the certificate the couple had been making rounds of the health centre in Mathura for the past several weeks.

Badan Singh told TOI that they had first visited the CMO's office three weeks ago and he was told that disability certificates are issued only on Mondays. "We went there again on last Monday and were told that my photograph is required, so we had to again return", he said adding that he finally got the certificate this week on Monday.

Additional Chief Medical Officer, Mathura, Dr Rajiv Gupta said that Badan Singh had been provided the certificate of 70 percent disability but he was not aware of his case. He admitted that disability certificates are issued once in a week on Monday and a photograph is required for the form.

He said the department would have surely helped them, if they had approached any senior officials and explained their plight. He said under the government's welfare scheme a disability certificate is mandatory to receive the free wheelchair.

26. Despite 5 year delay, HC asks labour court to hear disabled RPF cop’s plea

NAGPUR: Coming to the rescue of a Railway Protection Force(RPF) constable whose legs were amputated in an accident, the Nagpur bench of Bombay High Court directed the labour court here to hear his plea for enhanced compensation under the Employee's Compensation Act, 1923. He approached the court after his plea was rejected by the labour court on account of a five-year delay in filing the case.
While on duty, the petitioner Vijaykumar Malviya on December 7, 2007, tried to help a passenger who was about to fall off a running train and, in the process, himself skidded and got trapped between the train and the platform, and suffered grave injuries. Both his legs had to be amputated.

After recuperating, he learnt about a scheme and approached the concerned authorities seeking compensation and medical reimbursement of Rs1.77 lakh. However, a paltry Rs19,300 was sanctioned which too is yet to be disbursed.

He then approached the Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) but withdrew the plea on August 1, 2012, due to jurisdiction issues. He then moved to the HC and again withdrew the plea on September 11, 2013 for the same reason.

In May 2014, he finally knocked the labour court’s doors. As the application was to be filed within two years of the mishap, he attached an application for condonation of delay where he explained that his movement was restricted due to his amputated legs. Even his artificial legs were of no help.

However, Malviya’s plea was rejected on January 3 last year, stating that there was an inordinate delay of over five years. He challenged the decision in the HC.

Justice Manish Pitale observed that after suffering from serious life threatening injuries which resulted in amputation of both legs, the appellant was obviously in discomfort. “After having recovered from such a serious incident, the petitioner seems to have acquired the knowledge of his right to compensation and took steps to air his grievance. It is unfortunate that he was given inappropriate legal advice to first approach the CAT and then to the HC. It can’t be said that the appellant was at fault or he slept over his rights,” he said.

The judge refused to agree to the railways’ contention that the delay in approaching the labour court on petitioner’s part was deliberate. “Sufficient grounds have been made out for condonation of such delay. The labour court committed an error in taking an extremely strict view and rejecting his application,” he said, while clarifying that even if the compensation was granted to petitioner, he wouldn’t be entitled for the interest on such amount due to the delay.

27. Maharashtra government seeks guidelines for setting up medical board for disabled medical students

The Directorate of Medical Education and Research (DMER) in Maharashtra has written to the Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS) in New Delhi, asking about guidelines for setting up a special medical board.

This is as per the provisions in Right of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.

The Maharashtra government gave this information to the Bombay High Court. The government says a special medical board will enable it to assess the disability of PWD (persons with disabilities) candidates, seeking admission to medical post graduate courses in 2018-2019.

The court will hear the matter after one week.

In a letter to the court, DMER said that candidates with 21 disabilities are finding it hard to get disability certificates from the four centers authorized by the Medical Counseling Committee in New Delhi.

The DMER has requested the DGHS in New Delhi, to allow them to fill the seats reserved for disabled candidates during the second round of state counseling for post graduate medical courses.

A medical student, Dr Faisal Ahmed Juned Pokar from Bhiwandi, who has an intellectual disability, had approached the court questioning the state government's decision to appoint the All India Institute of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (AIIPMR) to assess intellectual disability for admission to postgraduate courses, under the disabled quota.

Pokar was seeking a medical certificate for his PG course, when he approached the enlisted institute for assessment of his disability at the AIIPMR.

The institute informed Pokar that their centre is authorized for assessment only for locomotor disabilities and therefore they cannot issue a certificate to a candidate with an intellectual disability.

28. Rajasthan event brings together deaf and hard of hearing kids

The Rajasthan government recently held an event for hearing impaired children in the city of Jaipur. The event was quite a treat to witness.

More than 400 children, who are now using the cochlear implants, participated in the event. They got the opportunity to showcase their talents before a huge crowd.

Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje was present along with many other prominent personalities.

A cochlear implant is a medical device that replaces the function of the damaged inner ear. Hearing aids help to make sounds clearer. However, a cochlear implant will help in hearing everything without any hassles. It does this by bypassing the damaged hair cells of the inner ear. This provides sound signals to the brain.

The first cochlear implant surgery was performed Rajasthan in 2010. Until now nearly 500 cochlear implants have been performed in the state. Those who cannot afford the surgery can get aid from the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund.

29. School for disabled kids in Hyderabad focuses on all-round development

The Ideal School for Deaf in Malakpet in Hyderabad is doing much more than just teach disabled children. The 100-odd students here get trained and equipped with skills that will help them with a brighter future. The school teaches children across all religious lines.

The school is run by the Ideal Information Centre for Disabled (IICD). It is a part of the social project of Jamaat-e-Islami Hind.

The teachers at the school also have disabilities. They visit the school daily to teach the children the curriculum as well as lessons in computers. The aim is to equip them for the job market.

The teachers impart job-oriented courses, so that they can get selected in competitive exams conducted by the government.

A similar center is run by IICD for blind students where about 20 students learn in Braille at its center in Mehdipatnam. Here too the students are taught computers and other job-oriented courses.

30. ANZ launches accessibility features in Visa Debit cards in New Zealand

International bank ANZ has launched a new Visa Debit card with accessibility features. This will make banking easier for customers with disabilities.

The redesigned Visa Debit cards will have bigger fonts, a notch that helps customers identify the correct way to insert a card into an ATM, as well as raised dots indicating the right way up.

Around one million existing Visa Debit cards will be replaced as they come up for expiry. It is thought to be the first product of its kind in New Zealand.

The new accessible cards have been tested and approved by two vision-impaired lawn bowlers, Sue Curran and David Stallard. Both are competing in the2018 Commonwealth Games.

Both players said they have fumbled with their cards at ATMs and have asked people to help them. The new card, they say, will make a big difference.

ANZ says it aims to make all its products and services accessible to everyone.

The new cards are designed to work together with the accessibility features at ANZ’s ATMs and branches.

The new cards also work with all of ANZ’s mobile payment options, Visa payWave, and ANZ’s contactless ATMs.

ANZ sought the help of people who have different levels of vision impairment to develop and test the new cards.

31. Luck now Municipal Corporation fails to meet accessibility guidelines in making toilets

The Lucknow Municipal Corporation has not been able to meet the target of toilet construction set under the Swachh Bharat Mission.

The toilets that have been made do not meet the guidelines set. They are not accessible for people with disabilities.

Reports are that the Lucknow Municipal Corporation (LMC) ignored the rules set by the central government regarding accessibility.

The structures lack basic facilities for disabled people, the elderly, and children.

The toilets do not have ramps, railings by the stairs, or low-height urinals for children.

This was even after a survey was held prior to the start of construction. So far, the LMC has built only 25 toilets. This is despite getting Rs 1.2 crore from the central government for the purpose.

32. Popular inclusive matchmaking app, Inclov, launches new web application

Inclov Web is a new web application that has been launched by the world’s first inclusive matchmaking app, INCLOV.

The aim of the app is to help people with disabilities find a life partner.

It also allows users to book tickets for the various inclusive meet -ups organized by Inclov. These are known as Social Spaces.

Inclov is working towards creating a single platform where people with disabilities from all parts of India can look for prospective life partners.

Inclov Lite is a version of the app for visually impaired people. There is another option that allows users to access the services in multiple languages, including Hindi.

The app brings the hope of love and companionship to disabled people.

There are an estimated 100 million people with disabilities in India. They can now use the app to find a partner for life.

33. Scientists develop new solution for treating hearing loss

Scientists in the United States are developing a new hearing aid that they claim will restore hearing in people who are deaf and hard of hearing.

This new aid will be kept in the inner ear, and will help repair damaged cells that cause hearing loss. This new aid has been developed by scientists at the University of Southern California as well as and Harvard University.

There are various factors that leads to loss of hearing, mainly age and exposure to noise. This leads to the breakdown of hair cells inside the ears.

Neurons that transmit noise to the brain are also damaged due to extreme noise or old age. Since ears are filled with fluid, any drug cannot be used as it will be washed away. That is why scientists decided to work on a new solution.

Until now, the solution has only been tried out in mice. But scientists are sure that they are on the right path, and that is can be used on humans as well. They say the solution brings new hope for people who are deaf and hard of hearing.
34. New books listed on Bookshare during March 18
Please refer to the list below for details of new titles uploaded on Bookshare during March 18.

The direct download links are also provided for easy access.

If you are not a member of Bookshare, please contact M/s Zainab on her mobile number 9650211575 or write to her atzainabc@bookshare.org
Following is the details of books produced in the month of March-2018

 

English  38

Hindi      15

Gujarati 9

Marathi 3

Tamil     2

35. Disability certificates not needed in every case, recommends parliamentary committee

In a welcome step, a parliamentary standing committee has asked the government to go easy on demanding a disability certificate.

The committee has said that many people are finding it hard to avail government schemes and facilities due to the lack of a disability certificate.

In fact many disabled people do not even attempt to get the certificate because the process is so long and difficult.

Therefore, the committee has recommended that in cases where the disability is apparent, a disability certificate should not be asked for as proof.

This new rule will of great help to disabled people from economically backward areas. The committee asserted that the people from such backgrounds usually do not have a certificate of disability or income proof. Many of them are illiterate as well.

The parliamentary committee said that rules should be relaxed for them given how hard day-to-day living is for them.

The committee has also asked the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment to ensure that disability certificates are issued without any hassles, especially to people from poorer backgrounds.

36. Even after RPWD 2016, disabled students in Punjab are denied basic facilities
Disabled students at the Mahanta Gurbanta Dass School in Bathinda in Punjab are going through a tough time. The school does not have even basic facilities for the students. This is even after repeated appeals by school authorities.

The school even lacks basic facilities like medical aid, a van and smart classes.

Maninder Kaur, who is the principal of the Mahanta Gurbanta school, says school authorities have written a letter to concerned officials asking for a school bus and a smart infrastructure. But no action has been taken yet.

The disabled students at the school are extremely talented and bright. But they undergo hardships due to the insensitivity of government authorities towards students with disabilities.

Basic clinical help is need of the hour at any school with disabled students.

37. British charity works towards restoring vision among adults & children in Bihar
 Rajula Karania, who is a pediatric specialist optometrist, is raising funds to help provide cataract operations to people living in Bihar.

For the last three years, Dr Karania has been volunteering for Second Sight This is a charity that is working to help restore the vision of adults and children living with reversible blindness in Bihar.

Dr Karania trains locally qualified ophthalmic assistants and paramedics in pediatric optometry. The training offered enables ophthalmic assistants to screen and treat children’s vision.

Dr Karania says there is a large knowledge gap in Bihar when it comes to screening vision. As a result, many people don’t have access to the eye care they need.

By improving the vision screening skills of practitioners in Bihar, Dr Karania and Second Sight aim to make hospitals become self-sustainable in screening the vision, and treating the needs, of children and adults.

Over three lakh people in Bihar have had their sight restored thanks to the efforts of Second Sight. In 2012, the charity received an award from the British Medical Journal recognizing its work in Bihar.

38. Top fashion designer Tommy Hilfiger to introduce adaptive clothing for disabled people

Clothing brand Tommy Hilfiger is all set to launch their new adaptive clothing for people with disabilities.

The line is called Tommy Adaptive and there are plenty of stylish and unique pieces of clothing onboard. In a press release, the company said that their intention is to become inclusive and empower disabled people through fashion.

In 2016, Tommy Hilfiger had collaborated with the NGO Runway of Dreams, founded by Mindy Scheier, whose daughter has muscular dystrophy.

Scheier, along with Tommy Hilfiger, created clothes for people with disabilities. The international brand extended their adaptive clothing range last year. Now, they are all set to create exclusive styles for disabled people across the world.

The campaign for the adaptive clothing line includes many renowned people with disabilities. Among them were Chef Jeremiah Josey who has autism, Chelsie Hill who is a dancer on a wheelchair, and blogger and motivational speaker Mama Cax, who wears a prosthetic leg.

39. Uttarakhand to host international wheelchair cricket tournament

The state of Uttarakhand is all set to host an international tri-nation wheelchair cricket tournament. The event is from 7-10 March.

The cricket matches will be held at Gandhi Park in Rudrapur.

India, Bangladesh and Nepal will participate in the wheelchair cricket tournament. It will be played in a T-20 format.

The opening match will be between India and Bangladesh.

The international wheelchair cricket will be organized by the Uttarakhand Wheelchair Cricket association. The Uttarakhand Minister for Sports, Arvind Pandey will be present at the opening ceremony.

Atul Srivastava is the captain of the Indian wheelchair cricket team. He said that cricket for disabled people is a message to the world that people with disabilities are no different from others.

40. Fats in eye can help avoid diabetic retinopathy, says research

Loss of vision is a serious condition that can affect people with diabetes.

However, a new research may bring relief to patients with diabetes and help them retain their vision.

As per a study conducted by the Michigan State University in the United States, a certain type of fat present in eye cells can play a vital role.

Earlier it was assumed that the fats only existed in the skin and not in the eyes.

The most common cause of vision loss in diabetic patients is diabetic retinopathy. The research says that the fat content in the eye can help avoid the damage that results in diabetic retinopathy.

Damage to blood vessels due to high levels of glucose cause the vessels to leak and become weak and this results in diabetic retinopathy.

By taking care of eyes, the presence of fats remains intact and the blood vessels remain protected.

41. Models with 15 types of disabilities walk the fashion ramp in Iran

The capital of Iran, Tehran, hosted its first-ever fashion show for people with disabilities.

Fifty models with 15 different disabilities walked the ramp. They were wearing clothes that were designed to meet their specific needs. The models had a great time taking part in the show.

Among the models was Mehri Zakeri who uses a wheelchair. Zakeri said that being in a wheelchair makes it difficult for her to shop for clothes. Signing up for the fashion show helped her to find an outfit that met her needs.

Many leading fashion brands of Iran were a part of this event. Among them was the Mahub Tehran brand. Its founder, Mahboubeh Rahimia, said she designed a lot of clothes for the event, out of which 50 were shortlisted.

Rahimia also said that people with disabilities often struggle to find comfortable clothes. The fashion show displayed outfits that were designed according to individual disabilities and for all ages and genders.

42. Blind UPSC candidate from Andhra Pradesh finally gets justice after Central Administrative Tribunal intervenes

The Hyderabad bench of the Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) has pulled up the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) and the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) for cancelling the IAS selection of a blind man from Ongole in Andhra Pradesh. It has set aside the Centre's order and directed the UPSC to appoint him.

It has also ordered that the blind candidate be given a post, which is in line with the merit he displayed in the Civil Services Examinations (CSE).

The petitioner, Rizwan Basha Shaik, secured an all-India rank of 48 under the visually-impaired category in CSE 2016.

As per the rules, a candidate should have at least 40% disability in vision to be eligible for this quota. Shaik's certificate showed that he has a 40% disability.

However, after clearing the preliminary and main examinations, when he went to the UPSC medical board, he was told his disability was just 30%.

Shaik appealed before the appellate medical board (AMB). The AMB examined him and said his disability was 40% and that he was eligible for selection under the visually-impaired quota.

Shaik's troubles were not yet over. There was a last-minute complaint by a third party alleging that he had forged the disability percentage to secure admission. The UPSC referred the matter to an expert committee.

The committee did not clinically examine Rizwan. Instead it reviewed the papers and declared his visual impairment was only 30%.

The CAT has said that the authorities had violated their own rules. It has also said that its final order is binding.

43. DISHA - Early intervention & school readiness scheme for disabled children

Under the National Trust, which comes under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India, there are many schemes to empower people with disabilities in India.

Today we profile Disha: Early Intervention and School Readiness Scheme.

What Disha is about
This is an early intervention and school readiness scheme for children upto the age of 10 years with disabilities covered under the National Trust Act.

· Provision of various therapies, trainings, and support to family members.

· Day-care facilities for at least 4 hours a day from 8 AM to 6 PM.

· Day care to be open for at least 21 days in a month.

· Batch size of 20 children.

· Scheme is available across India, except for Jammu and Kashmir.

Each Disha center has a special educator, a physiotherapist, a counsellor, caregiver, and helpers. There is also an assessment room with various therapeutic aids, as well as a recreation room.

Eligibility Criteria for Disha
· For children between 0-10 years.

· Child has any one of the disabilities covered under National Trust Act. These are autism, cerebral palsy, intellectual disabilities, and multiple disabilities.

· Child should not be registered under Samarth Scheme.

How to Enrol
· Parent or guardian comes to Disha center with required proof of disability.

· Centre does an assessment test

· Guidance given as to details of schools where child can enrol. This includes special as well as mainstream schools.

· If parents/guardian want to send the child to a Disha center, they have to bring the enrolment form with originals and photocopies of birth certificate, disability certificate, income certificate of parent, ID proof of parent or guardian, and residence proof.

For list of Disha centers, click here - http://thenationaltrust.gov.in/content/centre-sanctioned-list.php
44. Nagaland to introduce special funds for disabled sportspersons

The Chief Minister of Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio, has announced that his government will set aside funds to promote sports for people with disabilities. This special fund will help encourage more para-athletes.

Rio was speaking at the State Games for Persons with Disabilities (PwDs). The event was organized by the Special Olympics Nagaland (SON).

Rio said that he is optimistic that the Khelo India games will bring together people with disabilities to showcase their talents. He said that with proper guidance and coaching, para-athletes can reach great heights.

The government of Nagaland plans to hold many events for disabled people. It has also promised cash awards to para-athletes from the state who do well in national and international level sports events.

45. Concessions offered to disabled people by Indian Railways

The vast network of Indian Railways remains the most used mode of transport in the country.

As per data, at least 70 million passengers used the Indian Railways in 2017.

The railways offers several concessions to people in various categories to promote its services and provide benefits to the travelers.

Some of the categories include senior citizens, disabled people, patients, awardees, war widows, students, youths, sportspersons, artists, medical professionals, farmers, and many more.

Here are some of the concessions given by the Indian railways.

People with disabilities and patients get the most compensations and are followed by senior citizens.

People with disabilities get at a maximum of 75% discount in second class, Sleeper Class, First Class, Three-tier AC, AC chair car.

Similarly, cancer, thalassemia, heart, kidney, haemophilia, TB patients can avail concessions.

Senior citizens of Indian nationality, aged 60 or above, can get a compensation of up to 40% on tickets and women of 58 years can avail up to 50% discount.

46. Learn how to pursue Indian Sign Language academically & professionally!

Learning Indian Sign Language (ISL) can open many doors in India. Here are some tips on how learning ISL can open many doors, academically and professionally.

Sign Language interpreters - There is a section of the Indian population that is deaf and hard of hearing and communicating with them calls for Indian Sign Language interpreters across fields. You can do a diploma programmes as well as short-term courses. Learning this can open many career paths for you.

Where to study
· The Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre (ISLRTC) in New Delhi offers a one-year, government-certified diploma programme in ISL Interpretation. You need to have passed Class 12 or its equivalent from a recognized Board of Education with at least 50% marks. You can apply through their website - http://205.147.97.190/islrtcapp/.

· Certificate courses are conducted as well by many NGOs. The Deaf EnAbled Foundation has about 10 centers throughout India. They offer three-month or six-month courses. The courses are held during weekends and anyone of any age or educational background can join.

· One can also learn by watching videos online, or take an online course, or download an app to learn ISL.

Career Opportunities:

· Interpreter in government organizations or in the private sector.

· Teacher in sign language.

· Instructor in schools for people who are deaf.

· Volunteer at NGOs that need interpreters.

47. Gotri man arrested for cheating disabled person with job promise

VADODARA: A resident of Gotri Road was arrested by Samapolice on Saturday night for cheating and drugging a disabled person by promising him a job.

Victim Prakash Panchal, who lives in Sama, told police in his complaint that he came in touch with accused Jagdish Chauhan through a priest of Sai Baba Temple in Sama. On April 6, Panchal received a call from the priest that Chauhan had come to meet him with a job offer. When Panchal reached there, Chauhan took him to a closed shop near Abhilasha crossroads in Sama and told him that he was planning to start a new business there and is ready to employ him. Panchal was promised a salary of Rs10,000 and lunch for a five-hour job.

On showing readiness to work, Chauhan told him that he will have to pay him Rs10,000 first. Since Panchal, did not have money with him, he called his nephew to lend him Rs6,000 and the remaining amount he got it from home.

Police said when Panchal gave him the money, Chauhan served him an orange soda which was drugged. After having the drink, Panchal fell unconscious. When he woke up on Saturday night, he found himself lying on a bench near Abhilasha crossroads.
Panchal went home after that and later gave a complaint at Sama police station. Cops nabbed Chauhan from his home and also recovered the money. On Sunday, Chauhan was sent to judicial custody by a local court.
48. India's para table tennis players unable to practice at the Commonwealth Games due to official apathy

There is good news coming in for India at the Commonwealth Games 2018 with many sportspersons winning a rich haul of medals in various games.

What is going unreported is the apathy some of India's para-athletes are facing.

No coach for India's para table tennis players

India's top para table tennis players, Maitreyee Sarkar (TT6 Singles) and Vaishnavi Sutar (TT6 Singles) are not able to practice or even enter the venue of the games. This is because the Paralympic Committee of India (PCI) has not sent a coach with the players.

Instead, the PCI has deputed an official by the name of Pushpa K to accompany the players.

As per CWG rules, all sportspersons have to be accompanied by a coach, saysPradeep Raj, Founder, Para Sports Foundation, who is an international-level para athlete.

The person, Pushpa, who is accompanying the table tennis players works at the PCI office. She is not a coach and because of that, neither Vaishnavi nor Maitreyee are being allowed to practice. The coach listed originally, Madhu Diwan, is with the Sports Authority of India, and she always accompanies the para table tennis players. But she was not sent - Pradeep Raj, Founder, Para Sports Foundation

Newz Hook has a copy of the original list of players and coaches, which has Madhu Diwan mentioned as the para table tennis coach. There is also a star against her name. This means her travel would have been at no cost to the government. Despite that, Diwan was not sent with the players.

The PCI did not respond to our attempts to get them to explain this decision.

Officials from the Sports Authority of India (SAI) told Newz Hook off the record that Diwan not given the clearance to travel at the last minute. Both Vaishnavi and Maitreyee are facing a hard time at the venue as there is no one to accompany them into the practice venue.

With their matches starting today, India's star para table tennis players are worried.

The presence of a coach with every team is necessary. There are eight para sportspersons that India has sent from swimming, power lifting and table tennis. Only the power lifting and swimming teams have a coach - Pradeep Raj, Founder, Para Sports Foundation

Previous such instances

This is not the first time India's para sportspersons have faced such apathy. There have been many media reports of officials and their family members accompanying the sportspersons, instead of qualified coaches.

In 2017, a major controversy broke out after a driver was chosen to accompany the Haryana Paralympic Committee to the World Para-Athletics Championships in London. The PCI had proposed his name. They went ahead with the decision to send him even after the SAI rejected the proposal. He accompanied the Indian squad as a team escort.

Clearly, despite all the talk of para sports getting a major boost, some basic systemic problems remain.

49. Two deaf representatives appointed in Coordination Committee for disabled people in Maharashtra

Recently a state level meeting was held that was attended by the State Level Association of the Deaf- SLAD and government representatives in Mumbai.

The meeting was supervised by the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Devendra Fadnavis.

The members of SLAD presented their various demands to the government.

One of the demand was to appoint deaf representatives to the government’s Coordination Committee for persons with disabilities.

This demand was met and two deaf representative have now been appointed as the as Non-Government Members of the Coordination Committee for persons with disabilities.

The recommendation of the representatives was made by the Commissioner of Social Welfare Department, Pune. The two new appointees are:

1. Mr. Manoj Patwari from Jalna, President of SLAD, Aurangabad

2. Mr. Aniket Selgaonkar from Parbhani, General Secretary of SLAD, Aurangabad

50. Bombay High Court stays hiring process in court for lack of mention of disability quota in advertisement

The Bombay High Court recently stayed the recruitment process of the High court administration for more than9000 posts.

The reason was that the advertisements for job openings did not mention the quota for people with disabilities. Openings for posts of peons, stenographers, and junior clerks have been put on hold until a new advertisement comes up.

The High Court bench was hearing a petition filed by the National Federation of Blind Maharashtra Association. The petition states that the Bombay High Court administration had put an advertisement for job openings on 28 March. In this, 1,013 posts were for stenographers, 4,738 for junior clerks, and 3,170 posts were for peons. The applications had to be submitted online. The advertisement had mentioned that there was a 2% reservation was for the disabled. 1% was for the deaf, and the remaining was for those who have lost one leg.

Rahul Narlekar who appeared for High Court administration said that more than3.5 lakh applications had been received already. He requested the court to allow the administration to go ahead with the processes because the jobs of all the applicants are at stake now.

51.No schemes implemented for disabled people in Punjab & Haryana, courts intervene

Over 3 years back, the courts of Punjab, Haryana and the Union Territory of Chandigarh had asked the state governments to provide details about disabled people who were abandoned and not involved any crime.

However, the authorities are yet to provide any details about it till date. Now, the Punjab and Haryana High Courts have asked authorities to provide a final report by27 April 2018.

On 15 January in 2015, courts had asked the two states and Chandigarh to provide certain information regarding disabled people who were abandoned, and have not committed any crimes.

Many disabled people are abandoned by their families. They are seen wandering on the streets with no income to survive.

The courts have now asked the authorities to respond immediately in the matter.

52. This blind software engineer loves his job at Amazon

Michael Forzano is a blind software engineer with a knack for writing programming codes.

26-year-old Forzano works with the e- commerce business company Amazon and loves his job.

Forzano was born blind due to a genetic condition called Norrie disease. His hearing ability was also affected after a few years and now he uses cochlear implants to hear.

He used to enjoy playing audio-based computer games and that got him interested in writing programs. He graduated in computer science and now works as a software developer at Amazon.

He has a guide dog named Delta and is happy with his career and life.

Forzano does his work on a standard laptop with screen-reader software. The software translates all the functions of a computer into audio cues.

He works in the Retail Accessibility team of Amazon. His team makes tools that help other teams make features that are accessible to customers with disabilities.

53. Sign NEXT aims to make deaf people part of the mainstream conversation

Deaf engineer Theertha Nirmala was the star at a two-day conclave called Huddle Kerala organized in Thiruvananthapuram, the capital city of Kerala.

Huddle Kerala was organized by the Start-up Mission in partnership with the Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) .

Nirmala has created a device called Sign NEXT to help people who are deaf. Nirmala wants to talk and communicate more effectively to deaf people across India, so they become a part of the mainstream conversation

The device won her third prize at the conclave. There was much praise for her efforts. Theertha is from Kozhikode in Kerala and works at Info park. She completed her graduation in computer science at the National Institute of Speech and Hearing in Thiruvananthapuram. This is where she launched the device with friends.

Theertha wants to bring a change for good in the lives of deaf people. She wants to empower deaf people through science and technology. Sign Next is a step towards that goal.

A mobile app for Sign NEXT will be brought out soon. This will offer educational modules, vocational courses, live streaming, and video recordings in sign language to the deaf community. There will also be information on how to write an email and pregnancy-related knowledge given.

54. Keep your eyes healthy this summer with these simple tips

The intense heat of the summer season can make our eyes dry and irritable. Many people suffer from allergies and this causes a lot of discomfort.

Here are some simple tips to keep the eyes healthy and relaxed this summer.

1. Splash cold water on the eyes several times during the day. Cotton pads soaked in ice cold water also give relief.

2. Aloe vera gel can also be used to soothe eyes in summer. The gel can be frozen and rubbed over the eyelids.

3. Cucumber, cut into slices and refrigerated, can be put on the eyelids to remove stress and heat exhaustion.

4. Tired and puffy eyes can also be cured with the help of raw potato. Place a thin slice of a peeled potato on each eye for 15 minutes.

5. Another common household item that can make the eyes look nicer is a tomato. Mix the pulp with some lemon juice and a pinch of turmeric. Apply it under the eyes. Leave it on for about 20 minutes. Then wash it off to get rid of dark circles.

55. Technology enables blind classical musician, Mohana Krishna, to have a successful career

Renowned music exponent DV Mohana Krishna has never let lack of vision act as a barrier in pursuing a successful career in music.

Born and brought up in Andhra Pradesh, Mohana Krishna became interested in music as a child and started to pursue it from an early age. He started off by learning film songs. After seeing his interest in music, his mother bought him a tape recorder, so he could hear songs.

The first cassette that he heard was of that of the legendary Carnatic musician, Dr Balamurali Krishna. Mohana Krishna's father took him to Chennai to meet the musician. Dr Krishna heard his voice and accepted him as a student.

Mohana Krishna started losing his vision when he was in class 4. He had pigment formation on the retina, and he gradually lost his vision. By the time he finished his graduation, he was totally blind.

Mohana Krishna never learned Braille and depends on his memory completely. He has over 300 students in India and abroad. He teaches music both online and at home.

Mohana Krishna says thanks to technology, lack of vision has never been a barrier.

56. Karjat special kids leave school even before classes end

NAVI MUMBAI: A week after a case of rape at a government-aided school for special children was registered, all students were taken away by their parents although classes were continuing at the school. The school for hearing and speech impaired students had 32 students of which 17 were at the boarding school.

Pravesh Sonkamble who works at the school said, "In the wake of the alleged rape, parents have taken away their children much ahead of the vacation... So, we had to close the school early."

In a related development, the police started recording the children's statements on Monday. An interpreter from Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of Speech and Hearing Disabilities, Bandra, was roped in for the probe."
57. Vikaas - Day Care scheme for children with disabilities above 10 years

The National Trust has many schemes to educate and empower children with disabilities.

Today we look at Vikaas Day Care Scheme.

About Vikaas This is a scheme for people with autism, cerebral palsy, and multiple disabilities above the age of 10 years. The aim is to improve interpersonal and vocational skills.

· A day care scheme that aims to improve interpersonal and vocational skills.

· Each batch will have 30 disabled people.

· Day care open for at least 21 days in a month.

· Care-giving support offered to disabled person at the centers.

· Provide family members of disabled people with a secure space where they can leave them to meet other responsibilities.

· Day care offered for at least six hours in a day accompanied by age-specific activities.

· Scheme available across India, except Jammu & Kashmir.

Eligibility for Vikaas
· Only for disabled people of 10 years and above.

· Should have one of the disabilities under the National Trust Act, 1999. These are autism, cerebral palsy, and multiple disabilities.

· Disabled person should not be enrolled under Samarth or Gharaunda schemes at the same time.

How to enrol
· Disabled person has to come to center with required proofs. Details given below.

· Assessment of disabled person done at Vikaas center with therapist.

· Guidance given to parents about list of mainstream and special schools where person can go. Details also given of Vikaas centers where disabled person can go.

· If parents choose Vikaas center, then they have to fill out enrollment form and show proofs.

What to bring for enrollment :
· Enrolment form

· Birth certificate or Date of Birth proof of candidate

· Disability certificate

· BPL certificate or Income certificate of parents or guardian

· ID proof of parent or guardian

· Residence (Local) proof. This is compulsory if disabled person is using transport facility.

· Declaration proof of guardianship if disabled person is less than 18 years old and parents are not the guardians. Or LG certificate, if the disabled person is over 18 years of age and parents are not the guardians.
58. Paralympian Sachin Chaudhary wins bronze in para power lifting

India has won its first medal in para sports at the Commonwealth Games 2018. 35-year-old Sachin Chaudhary has made the country proud by winning a bronze in the para power lifting event.

Indian athletes have been bagging medals at the Commonwealth Games, and Sachin’s medal has added to the splendour for India.

At the end of Day 6 at the Commonwealth Games, India has 21 medals from different sports events.

Sachin won a bronze after lifting 181 kg in the heavyweight championship at the Carrara Sports Arena. Abdulazeez Ibrahim from Nigeria bagged the gold medal after lifting 191.9 kg. Malaysia’s Yee Khie Jong clinched silver with a combined effort of 188.7kg.

Tuesday was indeed a good day in para sports for India at the Commonwealth Games. Para- powerlifters Farman Bash, Ashok Kumar and Saina Khatun have booked their places in the finals.

59. Magnetic closures in dresses to button loops in jeans, Tommy Adaptive blends accessibility & style!

Tommy Hilfiger's new spring collection makes dressing easy for everyone, including people with disabilities.

Called Tommy Adaptive line, the spring collection has functional modifications to accommodate various physical conditions.

One of the women's dresses, for instance, has magnetic closures at the shoulders. These allow the dress to be easily pulled on over the head if the wearer has limited mobility.

Then there are the slim-fit jeans for men that have Velcro and magnets in place of the usual zippers and buttons. This makes it easier for people with limited dexterity to wear them.

There are also hidden button loops at the leg opening that allow the hem to be raised up by four inches to accommodate leg braces or height differences.

The clothes look like the other designs in Tommy Hilfiger's main collection. The company designed the accessible line in consultation with Paralympian Jeremy Campbell, paraplegic dancer Chelsie Hill, and amputee model Mama Cax.

Inclusivity and the democratization of fashion have always been at the core of our brand's DNA. Tommy Adaptive continues to build on that vision, empowering people to express themselves through fashion - Tommy Hilfiger website

Tommy Adaptive was first introduced as a line for children in 2016. It was later expanded to include clothing for adults.

Other brands that offer adaptive lines for people with disabilities are Target and Zappos.

60. Ludhiana railway station toilets of little use to disabled people

Toilets for disabled people at the Ludhiana railway station has been of no use to the disabled commuters. According to reports, the toilets are always shut down in platform numbers 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the station. Each platform has been provided with a toilet for the disabled. This is to ensure that they do not have to cross platforms.

The bathrooms for disabled people at 4, 5, 6, and 7 platforms are always locked. One of the daily commuters at Ludhiana station says that he has never seen the bathrooms. Most of the times, disabled people are forced to move to platforms 1 and 2. They face many hardships during this. Some have even missed their trains.

Station authorities say they did not know passengers were facing such a problem. They have assured that action will be taken and that bathrooms for disabled people in different platforms are kept unlocked.

61. ‘Travel Tales’ event in Bengaluru shared experiences of disabled travelers
The recent ‘Travel Tales’ event in Bengaluru was organized by ‘Enable Travels’. The event witnessed disabled people from across Bengaluru coming together to share their experiences about travelling across various parts of the world, and some of them did it alone!

Mrinamayi Abroal is on a wheelchair and she even has a blog that talks about her various travel experiences. Abroal has been to many places in India and abroad. She says that travelling to Rajasthan has been one of the best because many places in the state are accessible. She added that the gardens of most of the places were accessible. But many palaces were not.

Jyothishree said that she plans to travel to Kerala and Jaipur alone this year. She recollects how she had a great time at Pondicherry seeing the ocean and sea. She added that she has learnt to travel alone, and is looking forward to do solo trips.

Ajmal Muhammad is deaf. Hailing from Kerala, this young lad lives alone in Bengaluru now. He remembers how he took a solo trip to Bengaluru a few years ago on his birthday. From then, he has been doing solo trips.

Virali Modi is on a wheelchair and she has done some remarkable things to make travel easy for disabled. An activist, Virali has travelled to many places. She says that her experience in Thailand was the best. She adds that almost all the tourist places in Thailand are disabled friendly.
62. Punjab to start a coaching centre for disabled athletes

The Punjab Sports Department is all set to start a special coaching centre for blind and disabled people in Ludhiana.

There are no coaching centres for disabled people in the state. Hence disabled sportsmen find it very hard to take part in competitions.

District sports officers have been told to start coaching centres exclusively for para-athletes. They will be provided with international facilities and the best government coaches.

The players will be groomed to play national and international games. Singh also added that the minister has asked officials to constantly monitor about the progress of the work at these centres.

This new initiative by the government will definitely be a blessing to hundreds of disabled people in the state. The coaching centre will be located at the multi-purpose hall of Guru Nanak Stadium in Ludhiana.

63. Cabinet approves scheme to make state disabled-friendly

Ranchi: The Raghubar Das cabinet on Tuesday approved the ‘Jharkhand Divyang Jan Adhikar Niyamavali – 2018’ that aims to make the state a friendlier place for the physically challenged.
The regulations mandate that disabled persons get an obstruction free environment and government support for survival and well-being.

Under the scheme, persons with disabilities will be entitled to equal opportunities in government and private jobs. To achieve the target, each office establishment will have to maintain records of their disabled employees.

The cabinet ruled that a state level commission will be set up for looking into grievances. The regulations also mandate a revision in the stipends and the formation of a special committee to locate disabled persons across the state.

Further, the cabinet allotted a three-acre plot at Dubalia mouja of Kanke block to Kolkata-based Rashtriya Gatishil Divyang Sangathan for establishment of a new composite centre for education and rehabilitation of disabled persons.

In another decision, the cabinet approved a fund of Rs 185.12 crore for the implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Saubhagya Yojana. The Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Limited (JUSNL) will provide electricity to 19.88 lakh households across Jharkhand which still live without electricity, under the scheme.

“A sum of Rs 90 crore is provisioned for this scheme in the state budget of 2018-19 FY. The cabinet also approved disbursement of Rs 88.12 crore for its implementation,” cabinet secretary SKG Rahate said. Currently, 38 lakh households have electricity while the electrification work of another 13 lakh homes is underway.

A sum of Rs 243.20 crore was allotted to JUSNL for installing a GIS-based 220/33 KV substation and underground cabling of a 132 KV substation in the Ranchi smart city project area in Dhurwa.

The cabinet also sanctioned Rs 122.78 crore for setting up of a solid-waste management plant under the Madhupur Nagar Parishad in Giridih under PPP mode. Rahate said the proposal was also sent to the State Election Commission for its approval because the model code of conduct was in effect. A sum of Rs 102.15 crore was also sanctioned to Simdega Nagar Parishad for another solid waste plant.

Further, a proposal of the urban development department to enable engineers who graduated from recognized colleges outside the state to apply for contractual openings advertised by the department has been approved. However, the engineers will have to be state residents.

The council also gave its nod to a proposal to re-name the ‘commission’ paid to ration dealers across the state for handling and transportation of goods to ‘operational grant’.

The dearness allowances of government employees were raised by 7% of their basic salaries. The 11-member cabinet also approved constitution of the Jharkhand Authority of Advanced Ruling to tackle hurdles faced by the state’s businessmen after implementation of the GST.
64. Chandigarh rehabilitation center is changing the lives of disabled people

The Chandigarh Spinal Rehab Centre is successfully changing lives of people with disabilities.

It currently houses around 30 men and women with spinal-cord injuries and multiple disabilities.

The centre helps them learn life skills and realize their potential.

The founder and chief executive officer is Nicky P Kaur.

The center has helped people with disabilities regain their feeling of independence and worth.

Patients meet at the rehab center meet at 8.30 AM every day for classes in self-motivation, counselling, music therapy, and outdoor games like basketball. There are regular exercise sessions as well.

Every Friday, there is a fun-filled tombola session.

The therapy team at the centre includes four physiotherapists, an occupational therapist, and an independent skills trainer. The centre is open for patients from all parts of India.

65. Disabled people barred from going to Haj as they beg, says Centre

The central government's statement that disabled people have been barred from going to the Haj as many of them take to begging there has led to outrage among many.

The Union Ministry of Minority Affairs has said this in court in response to a petition that challenged the Centre's ban on disabled people going to the Haj.

The petition says that such a ban is a violation of fundamental rights. It violates the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPWD) Act, 2016 as well as Articles 14, 21 and 25 that gives equality, personal liberty, and religious freedom.

Disability rights activist Satendra Singh has said that all people with disabilities must have the freedom to go wherever they want. He said that not all disabled people go to the Haj to beg.

In fact, Saudi Arabia has not placed a ban on disabled people coming for the Haj. It has improved the facilities for disabled people.

66. Task force in United Kingdom to work on making music concerts accessible to disabled audiences

A new music task force has been launched in the United Kingdom to make it easier for deaf and disabled people to book tickets to live music concerts.

The task force is called Ticketing Without Barriers. The initiative is being supported by some of the United Kingdom's leading ticketing agencies, promoters, venues, and trade bodies.

The initiative will be supervised by the British music charity, Attitude is Everything. The aim is to make every large-scale music event inclusive for everyone.

This means that disabled customers will be able to buy a ticket online, and attend shows with their friends, without difficulty.

This comes after a survey among 350 disabled people in the UK found that over 80% complained of facing problems when booking tickets to shows.

Many faced problems booking the necessary access requirements. Over 70% said that they had felt discriminated against. One in 10 people had considered legal action.

Common requirements for deaf and disabled concert-goers are booking a ticket for a personal assistant, a wheelchair accessible space, step-free seat, accessible toilets, and sign language interpretation.

67. Para swimmer Shams Alam Shaikh selected for World Series Swimming Championship

Talented para swimmer Shams Alam Shaikh has been selected for the World Para Swimming Championship World Series.

The competition is to be held in Sheffield in United Kingdom in May.

Shams Alam is currently in the United States for the Global Sports Mentoring Programme, 2018.

The programme provides one-month long mentorship and is organized by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the United States government and the University of Tennessee.

Shams was also an avid karate practitioner before he became a paraplegic in 2010 due to tumour.

He took up swimming and went on to win awards and set records with his will power and hard work.

Shams, who is paralyzed below the chest, swims every day for long hours.

He has won a bronze medal at the 2016 Speedo Can Am Para-swimming Championships in Canada.

Shams also holds the record for the longest open sea swim by a paraplegic person in India.

68. Punjab government adds 14 more disabilities to RPWD 2016 Act

The Punjab government has decided to add 14 more disabilities under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 2016, Act. This was announced at a meeting of the State Advisory Board on disabilities set up under the Act.

Razia Sultan Minister for Social Security, Women and Child Development in Punjab said that anyone with these 21 disabilities can seek the benefit of government schemes.

The disabilities in the list include blindness, low vision, leprosy-cured, hearing impairment, loco-motor disability, learning disabled and mental illness. More have been added to this

The minister also said that people caught interfering with the smooth implementation of the law would be punished. Anyone who breaks the RPWD act will be fined Rs 10,000.

In the case of repeat offendors, the fine will be Rs 50,000 and this may even be extended to Rs five lakh.

69. Kameswar Das from Assam is a rising star in cricket for physically challenged players

25-year-old Kameswar Das from Assam is being seen as the next star by the Physically Challenged Cricket Association of India.

Das ensured his state put up a good performance against Karnataka in the recently held Bir Lachit Divyang National Cricket tournament.

Assam lost the final due to poor batting, but Das' seam bowling helped his state get off to a good start. Assam dismissed Karnataka for just 99 runs. However, Assam finally lost by 18 runs.

Das was not expected to play the final as he lost his mother just one week before the tournament. However, he surprised everyone by walking into the field soon after performing his mother's last rites.

Das walked away with the best bowler trophy for taking seven wickets in three matches. Teammate Ali Akbar was adjudged man of the series for scoring 65 runs and taking six wickets.

Das' bowling is being compared to that of Australian Glenn McGrath.

The other teams for this edition of the tournament were two-time champions Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Chhattisgarh, and Karnataka.

Das has been an Assam team regular for six years, which is a rare achievement for someone with polio. Das has also suffered from depression.

His seniors are determined to make sure he plays for India.

70. Kerala NGO for disabled people to launch statewide campaign to push for benefits from government

The Society for Rehabilitation of the Differently Abled (SRDA)is an organization of disabled people, their parents and rehabilitation workers in Kerala. It plans to launch a statewide campaign to push the government to provide them with the benefits they are eligible for.

The SRDA chairman Shahul Hameed Madavoor has said that disabled people in Kerala are not being paid financial aid under projects such as Ashwasakiranam and Swavlamban.

Ashwasakiranam is a state-funded project to aid helpers of people with mental disorders with a nominal amount every month. The SRDA says that most of them have not got the aid for months.

The Social Justice Department insists that the beneficiaries submit life certificates every six months. However even those who have submitted it have not received the aid.

The Swavlamban health insurance scheme, launched by the central government with the New India Assurance company, has failed to take off.

The Kerala government had to pay 10% of the premium that should have been paid by beneficiaries from below poverty line. Those from the above poverty line category paid the premium directly to the insurance company. Neither has received the policy or the premium amount they paid.

Local bodies in the Kerala government have also let down the disabled people by not providing monthly scholarships, says SRDA. The amount is shared by the gram panchayats and district panchayats.

Since the gram panchayats have largely failed to set aside their share, the district panchayats too have pulled out. The delay in the issue of the Unique Disability ID (UDID) is also adding to the problems of the disabled people.

71. Tell Reserve Bank of India about suggestions made by blind people regarding rupee notes, says Delhi High Court to Centre

The Delhi High Court has directed the central government to place before the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) suggestions made by visually impaired people regarding rupee notes. These are suggestions on the ways to tell the differences between various different rupee notes.

Some of the features suggested to distinguish between different denominations of rupee notes are cut edges and different shapes and sizes.

The central board of the RBI should take a view on including the recommended changes in the notes issued in the future, said the court. A report in this regard has to be filed before the court before the next date of hearing on 31 July 2018.

The court had sought the help of some visually impaired people to examine the rupee notes and coins recently issued by the government. They wanted to know what kind of problems they were facing to differentiate between the various denominations.

The central government has suggested different kinds of ridges in the new coins of Re 1, Rs 2, Rs 5, and Rs 10.

The government said it would phase out 50-paise coins. It also plans to review the shapes and sizes.

A petition was filed by three lawyers, a company secretary and NGO All India Confederation of Blind seeking a change in the new rupee notes, so blind people could easily identify them.

The petition said that people were finding it hard to identify and use the new notes of Rs 2,000, Rs 500, Rs 200 and Rs 50.

72. Disabled continue to be denied dignity: Disabled Rights Body

NEW DELHI: The National Platform for the Rights of the Disabled (NPRD) on Thursday criticised the government for its affidavit filed in the Delhi high court in a case challenging the new Haj Policy. The policy practically bars some categories of disabled persons from undertaking the annual Haj pilgrimage.

In a strongly worded statement against the ministry’s move NPRD general secretary Muralidharan Vishwanath, said, “In its attempt to defend a policy that is outright discriminatory, the government is portraying the entire disabled community as beggars. This is demeaning and an out-and-out abuse, which has to be squarely condemned. That a few disabled are compelled into begging, reflects poorly on skewed priorities of successive governments at the Centre that has failed to ameliorate the conditions of the vast mass of the disabled population.”

In its affidavit submitted in the Delhi high court, the Centre had said disabled Muslims were being barred from Haj as ‘they may go and beg’, which is strictly not permitted in Saudi Arabia. Centre’s affidavit also said the “screening of differently-abled persons” had been advised in 2012 by the Consulate General of India in Jeddah.

The NPRD statement, however, took exception to move and said that when an NPRD delegation met Union minister for minority affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi on January 5 and sought the removal of these discriminatory provisions, the minister had given them an assurance that he would advise the Haj Committee of India to review the guidelines and “bring it in conformity” with the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016. The NPRD statement said that while the minister’s intervention lead to the dropping of a clause carrying references to “persons whose legs are amputated, who are crippled, handicapped, lunatic or otherwise physically/mentally incapacitated”, the ban on their travel, remains.

It said, “What is even more outrageous is that in its affidavit the government has sought to defend the usage of this derogatory terminology. This is unacceptable to say the least. Notwithstanding the use of patronising terms like Divyang to connote people with disabilities, the disabled continue to be denied dignity, accommodation and recognition of their rights as equal and productive citizens.”
73. Good Vibes app enables deaf-blind people for two-way communication

Cheil WW India has launched Good Vibes app, a mobile application that enables two-way communication for people with deaf-blindness.

The app won four Abby Awards at the recent held Goa Fest 2018. One of the awards was the Gold Abby for Technology (Utility/Tool).

There are around 600,000 deaf-blind people around the world. Many more remain unknown. Ninety-five per cent what people learn is through the eyes and ears. This means that people with deaf-blindness are at a big disadvantage as they can neither see nor hear.

There has been progress of technology in many aspects. However, people with deaf blindness have been ignored. The only medium of interpersonal communication ispro-tactile sign language. This requires physical contact with a person who can interpret it. This makes them feel dependent on caregivers or family members.

Braille allows people with deaf-blindness to read, but it remains a one-way communication system. What they really need is a way to communicate with each other, and with the rest of the world. The language has to be tactile.

The Cheil team has combined the simplicity of the Morse Code with the smartphone's ability to vibrate. The Good Vibes mobile app has been designed and developed. to represent the alphabet in a binary fashion.

The Good Vibes app can take tactile input and transmit it as tactile output. The app works on a set of hand gestures and taps, helping the deaf-blind community to connect and chat with each other.

The app was developed with the NGO Sense International (India). This is an NGO that works towards providing access to advice, opportunities, and support for the deaf-blind community.

74. Sports training held for disabled children under Special Olympics Bharat in New Delhi

Seventy-five disabled students have received sports' training under Special Olympics Bharat, all of them between the ages of 7 to 18years.

The event was held in New Delhi and saw students from various special schools taking part.

The training was done as part of Trishul Special Olympics and Paralympics Games. There were a range of sports events so that children got a chance to explore many talents.

Athletes had to undergo medical screening and some preparatory sports training to participate in the event. Various indoor activities were also held for disabled children.

Events like wheelchair race with assistance (100m) and various track and field events were held. Many eminent personalities from the Indian Air Force were present.

Organizers plan to take Special Olympics Bharat to other parts of India.

75. Tips to teach social skills to a child with a learning disability

Parents in today’s world are busy teaching their kids how to be experts in maths, science and computers.

What they often forget to teach are social skills, which are very important for the growth and development of a child. Most teachers' and parents' think that a child is born with social skills. Hence, it need not be taught, which is a wrong notion.

A child must develop social skills through activities and from the environment around them. Teaching them social skills is the need of the hour.

This is true for children with learning disabilities as well. With some patience and creativity, a child with a learning disability can develop social skills.

Educate yourself

The parent must know the reason that inhibits their child's social skills. It could be a behavior management issue, communication-linked, or one with sensory integration. Identifying this at the right time can be helpful for your child and yourself.

Educate your child

Your child must be taught socially acceptable behaviors. Most of the times, they find it difficult to understand what others are trying to communicate. Teach your child how to deal with people around them by giving them examples and a detailed narration.

Be patient

This is one of the most important things that a parent needs to understand and practice. A child who is learning disabled will demand a lot of your time. As a parent, ensure that you provide that.

Use social stories

Parents can pick stories from around the environment of the child, show them picture cards and visual reminders. This will make a deeper impact in the mind of the child who has a learning disability.

76. Disabled child in Kerala protests outside government office for his right to education

Mohammed Asim from Velimannna in Kerala has been battling every single day in his life. The 12-year-old boy, who was born without hands and has 90% disability has tremendous grit and determination.

That is evident in his decision to go on a dharna in front of the district collectorate to demand his basic right for education.

Asim decided to go on a dharna after the Kerala government ignored his repeated pleas to upgrade his school to a high school.

Asim has requested that the Velimanna Government Mappila UP School be upgraded as it was close to his home and he could continue with his studies.

Asim has trained himself to write with his feet. He sent numerous letters to top ministers and officials in the central and state governments, but his pleas have gone unheard.

Asim says he will have to stop his education if the school is not upgraded. He says that the entire village will benefit as there is no government high school in the panchayat.

Asim has completed class 7 at the village school. The only high school close to his village is six kilometers away. His parents say he will not be able to walk on his own.

Hundreds of people, including students from Velimannna, will take part in the dharna.

77. How to select activities for children with disabilities

Having fun and enjoyment is a must for every child. Sports and games are source of fun and physical activity for kids with disabilities.

They not only help kids have a great time but also make them learn other skills.

Meeting other kids, socializing and working as a team are part of the activities. They also help in the development of the child and teach them to realize their own potential.

Here are a few ideas to consider while selecting activities for children with disabilities.

• The main factor while selecting a activity for a disabled child is that it should be fun. Kids quit a sport or activity when they stop having fun. It is vital to choose the activity as per the needs and interest of the child.

• Before the activity begins, set goals to get the full benefit of the effort. Simple goals can be set, such as making new friends, developing skills, being independent. Encourage the child with smaller goals like make two friends.

• Explain the rules of the game or activity that is to be played to the child.

• Encourage the child to share the experience with you afterwards. Ask them what they learned from the activity and what will be the next goal.

78. Put up boards highlighting rights of disabled people outside schools, says education board

The Education department has asked all schools across Punjab to put up boards that highlight rights of people with disabilities. The High Court of Punjab has asserted that boards must be kept outside gates of schools. The Education department has given a two week deadline to schools to complete the procedure.

The department stressed that free education must be provided for people with disabilities. They must be given free education materials and schools must also ensure that classes are given in sign language for disabled people. The Punjab School Education Board will also provide interpreters and writers for students with disabilities.

According to the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, disabled students have to be given free admission and education to schools across India. They must also be provided with free transport to schools. Disabled students who want to participate in sports events must be provided the opportunity without any discrimination.

The Punjab School Education Board ensures that disabled students are given special question papers and the freedom to choose the subject that they want so that they can complete their education.

79. No study materials, faculty for disabled students in post-graduate medical courses

The government has said that people with disabilities may now apply for post-graduate medical courses. People with 21 disabilities, including dyslexia, cerebral palsy, Parkinson’s, and partial loss of hearing and vision can appear for the NEET entrance exams.

The government will soon introduce this in undergraduate medical courses as well so that disabled students can study medicine without any problems.

However, when it comes to enabling this on the ground, nothing has been done.

For instance, the central government has not mentioned anything about providing special study materials and faculty for students with disabilities.

The candidates will not be given a concession in the fees or any benefits.

Unless these facilities are give, the change in policy means little.

80. Nepal all set to introduce accessible and inclusive tourism

Nepal is one of the most sought after tourist destinations in the world. Now authorities going one step further to make it even more attractive for all tourists by introducing accessible facilities for people with disabilities.

Recently, the International Conference on Accessible Adventure (ICAA) 2018was held at Pokhara in Nepal. At the event, authorities discussed the potential of accessible tourism. Introducing these facilities would make Nepal enable people with disabilities and the elderly to travel to Nepal.

One of the companies working in the field of accessible tourism in Nepal is Four Season Travel and Tours. The company has been working in this direction since 2014. It has initiated many projects for accessibility and inclusion.

The conference also talked about the inclusive and accessible tourism facilities in other parts of the world. There were discussions on how these facilities could be replicated in Nepal.

The conference also witnessed the opening of Nepal’s first 1.24-km long accessible from Kaskikot to Naundanda.

Officials plan to make prominent adventure spots accessible and inclusive as well. So the next time you are planning a holiday, do keep Nepal on your mind!

81. Sushma Swaraj to choose husband for deaf & speech-impaired Geeta

As per reports, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj has taken the responsibility of finding an eligible husband for Geeta.

Geeta is the speech impaired and deaf girl who made news after she came back from Pakistan after living there for a decade.

The government has posted a marriage proposal ad for Geeta on Facebook with the help of a sign-language expert.

The post invites proposals from Good smart Deaf Boy age above 25 years.

A couple, Gyanendra and Monica Purohit, who run an NGO for deaf people called Anand Service Society have been given the responsibility of going through the proposals.

They will pass the information on to Sushma Swaraj, who will make the final decision.

Geeta was 11 years old when Pakistani soldiers found her sitting at the Samjhauta Express station in Lahore.

She was adopted by a Pakistani social worker and spent over a decade in Pakistan.

The government has been trying to locate the parents of Geeta to reunite her with her long lost family. However, all attempts have failed so far.

82. Activity ideas for parents of disabled children

Parents can spend quality time with children with disabilities by engaging in various types of activities.

Activities are a fun way of learning new skills and helping the children become independent.

Here are some simple and fun activities that can be done by children with disabilities.

1. Create a texture book- this can be done by pasting fabrics and materials with different textures on a scrap book or a simple notebook pages. Sand paper, bubble wrap, foam wash cloth, can be used as different textures.

2. Smell tour- take the child for a tour to smell different places such as frits shops, flower shops, pet shops, perfume shops and help them experience the smells.

3. Sensory park - Going to a sensory park is also a great fun activity for a child with disabilities.

4. Dress up - Make dresses with thick paper or cardboard to play dress up and have fun with various costumes.

5. Match pictures- Take pairs of similar pictures or photos and play the game of matching them.

6. Sensory games- You can also create sensory games with stuff at home such as food items, toys etc.

7. Paint- Stick a thick paper on the wall so that child can paint it.

83. Disabled people are denied basic rights, says top rights body

The central government had filed an affidavit with Delhi High Court denying disabled people the right to visit the Haj on the grounds that disabled Indians visit the Haj to beg and do not come back.

Its a statement that has not gone down well with the National Platform for the Rights of the Disabled (NPRD). The NRPD has criticized the central government for bringing out such an affidavit. They say its another instance of how the central government is denying them rights.

Portraying people with disabilities as beggars is discriminatory and against their rights, says the NRPD.

In a statement, the NRPD said that the government has been very insensitive in using certain terms in their affidavit. Terms like ‘divyang’ which are not accepted by the disabled, are used in the affidavit.

The statement also says that disabled people in India continue to be denied their dignity, accommodation, and even recognition of their rights as equal and productive citizens in the country.

Meanwhile, the Center has told Delhi High Court that they will reconsider their petition on disabled people visiting the Haj.

The screening of disabled people travelling to the Haj was advised by the Center in 2012. The Delhi High Court took the case up this week.

84. Accenture to launch Drishti, an Artificial Intelligence based solution to help blind people in India

Accenture is all set to introduce Drishti in India. Drishti is the name of a new Artificial Intelligence (AI) powered solution developed to improve the lives of blind people at the workplace.

Drishti will improve the way blind people experience the work and improve workplace productivity as well.

The solution has been developed as part of Accenture’s Tech4Good program. The program aims to improve the way people live and work in the world by solving complex social challenges.

Drishti is a smartphone-based solution that uses AI technologies such as image recognition, natural language processing, and natural language generation capabilities. These technologies are used to describe the surrounding environment to the blind user.

Through narration Drishti provides to the user a description of the number of people in the room along with their gender, age, and emotion based on their facial expressions. It was developed with 10 blind professionals in India in a partnership between Accenture and the National Association for the Blind in India.

Drishti can also read text from books and documents as well as identify obstacles such as doors.

Drishti is currently being tested in South Africa. A Spanish language version is in the works in Argentina.

85. India lacks schools for disabled children

There are millions of schools in India, and education has always been given importance in both rural and urban India. But there are very few schools that cater to disabled children. The government has not been able to give the number of disabled children who lives in India. But reports say that there are at least 2.5 million disabled children. It is high-time that the government takes initiatives to cater to their educational needs.

United Nations had published a report in the year 2015. The report said that there are 900,000 disabled children who pass out from schools in the country. In 2011, a census was taken revealing that 45 percent of the disabled population in India are illiterate.

The Right to Education Act 2008 asserts that 25 percent seats must be provided to children with disabilities and those who come from economically backward classes. But most of the schools refuse to accept children with disabilities, and does not give them admission in normal schools. Lack of teachers who can cater to disabled children and social stigma attached to this are the main reasons.

Disabled children, parents and NGO’s are raising their voice against this. The government also must ensure that The Rights to Education Act 2008 is implemented well in India.

86. Meet disabled comedians, Shivangi and Sweta

Shivangi and Sweta are fresh comedians from Delhi’s Canvas Laugh Club.

The two talented ladies are physically disabled and they are out to break the stereotype mentality of the society about disability.

Shivangi and Sweta love being comedian and entertaining people with their smart wits.

They have learned to crack jokes about disability so that audience do not feel sorry or uncomfortable around them.

Since most f the audience coming to attend their stand-up comedy shows are able bodied.

It is important that the audience look at the talent of the comedian and not be restricted by their disability.

87. Driverless cars for the blind, experts want automobile companies to come forward

Experts have stressed on the need for driverless cars that can be used by the blind. Analysts from the autonomous car industry said that experts are analyzing how blind people can use these driverless cars. There will be many competing demands to such driverless cars but if introduced, this will be a boon to blind people.

In 2012, Steve Mahan who is blind, had hopped into the driver’s seat of a car. He drove through the drive-in of Taco Bell, and the video had gone viral and had more than 8 million views online. This had inspired many blind people to try their hand in driving. Mahan said that it was his first experience behind the wheels and it was amazing.

It has been more than 7 years since the video that was produced by Google came out. But till now, automobile industry has not done anything for a driverless car.

Spokespeople from the General Motors Cruise AV group, Nissan North America Inc. and Toyota Research Institute have said that their companies are committed to accessibility. But they have not given more details about it.

88. Blind photographer Andrew Follows relies on his hearing to take amazing pictures at the Commonwealth Games

Andrew Follows is quite the star at the 2018 Commonwealth Games.

No one can believe that this 56-year-old man from Australia is blind, especially when they see how confidently he goes about taking pictures of all the sportspersons competing in the games.

Follows has a form of retinitis pigmentosa. This is a rare genetic disorder in which the cells of the retina are not able to sufficiently process light.

Follows is blind in the left eye and has tunnel vision in the right eye. This means he cannot rely on his eyes to compose or time his images.

Over the years Follows has developed techniques for making photographs. These work especially well in swimming events where he uses his hearing to follow the sound of the water splashing and the crowd.

Follows says he realizes the race is coming to an end when the crowd gets louder. At that point, he focuses his camera on the end blocks and start pressing the shutter button. He sees the final results on the computer.

He says the camera acts as his eye and allows him to see like everyone else.

89. People with disabilities to be employed in the task force of Kerala Tourism

Kerala Tourism will post 1,000 tourism resource persons (TRP) as part of a responsible tourism (RT) initiative. They will organize tourism gram sabhas and promote destinations at the grassroots level.

Two disabled people and a trans person will be among the TRPs to be appointed in14 districts.

No previous experience is needed for people from these two categories. Norms on educational qualifications have been relaxed for them. People who have completed class 12 can apply.

General applicants will only be considered for these jobs if there are not enough candidates from these two categories.

The move is part of the State Tourism Policy 2017 that wants people with disabilities and transgenders to play an active role in promoting tourism.

The TRPs have to play a major role at the grassroots level to achieve the target of 100% increase in arrival of foreign tourists. A target of a 50% increase has been set for domestic tourists by 2022.

To begin with, 750 TRPs in the age group of 18 to 65 years will be appointed.

A two-day training will be given in Thiruvananthapuram, Kottayam, Ernakulam, Wayanad, and Kozhikode from 3 May.

They will have to organize 1,000 tourism gram sabhas, take up resource mapping, organize tours, and assist tourism entrepreneurs and investors. They will also act as tour leaders and help promote village-life experience tour packages.

Of the 750 TRPs, 60 each will be posted in Thiruvananthapuram, Idukki and Kannur, 55 each in Kottayam, Ernakulam, Kozhikode, and Kasaragod, and 50 each in Kollam, Alappuzha, Pathanamthitta, Thrissur, Palakkad, Malappuram, and Wayanad.

90. Students in the United Arab Emirates develop BraillEye to help the blind

A group of students from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have developed a device called BraillEye that convert texts and numerals into Braille.

BraillEye is a portable and affordable device that will be launched at a three-day Think Science Fair in Dubai this week.

The BraillEye device was developed to help a student named Saifldden Taqatqa who is blind. He was also a part of the team behind the device. Taqatqa used to find certain daily tasks difficult. The device was created to help him.

The device is likely to benefit blind students in a big way. Though it is costly, the students are looking at ways to make to affordable to the common man.

91. DAISY Forum of India honored at the London Book Fair for making books accessible for blind people

DAISY Forum of India (DFI) is an accessible library consisting of books from 174 organizations from across India.

The Xavier’s Resource Centre for the Visually Challenged (XRCVC) is one of these organizations.

The DFI was awarded the Accessible Books Consortium (ABC) award at the London Book Fair. The award is given to organizations that work to help people who are blind and vision impaired.

Among their many initiatives is Sugama Pustakalaya. This is an online accessible library that has a collection of more than 10,000 accessible books including research material, and texts.

The DFI has been a blessing to many blind students during exams. It is hard to find Braille books in English, especially for people pursuing higher studies. The DFI has enabled many blind students to fulfill their dreams.

92.  Beneficiaries identified for a scheme for disabled elderly in Bathinda

The district administration of Bathinda in Punjab is all set to bring in the Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana.

The programme identifies the elderly disabled and provides them with physical aids and assisted living devices. The scheme mainly applies to disabled elderly under the Below Poverty Line (BPL) category. The main aim is to help the elderly enjoy a better standard of living.

The government has asked local authorities to identify beneficiaries. In January 2018, free check-up camps for disabled people were also held.

Using the data collected from the camp, the department had finalized the beneficiaries for the scheme. From the data that was collected, officials have identified 1,343 beneficiaries from across Bathinda.

The Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana was initially launched in Andhra Pradesh. The success of the project inspired district authorities in Bathinda to follow the same.

93. 3 accessible parks you must visit in Bengaluru in the summer vacations!

Summer holidays are here, and this is the time for children to indulge in games and fun. Nothing to beat meeting new people and playing games in a park with other children around!

There are many factors that parents look into when they take their children to a park. Some of them include hygiene, safety, and condition of equipments in the park.

Thanks to Kilikili Trust, there are plenty of options for disabled children when it comes to open spaces in Bengaluru. The organization, Kilikili Trust, was started by parents of disabled children. They have ensured that a few parks in Bengaluru are accessible.

From wheelchair ramps to merry-go-rounds and slides with side protection, there are many facilities for disabled children in these parks. Make sure that your kids check out these parks and have fun this holiday season.

Coles Park
This is one of the first inclusive and accessible spaces for disabled kids in India. A ramp entrance at the main gate, a wheelchair track that goes across the entire park, and a wheelchair sandpit are some of the few things that can be used by disabled children at Coles Park. Swings at Coles Park have a safety seat so that children with minimal upper body strength can be supported while swinging! The park also has a Sensory Integration Track. This track will help them process and analyze signals through sight, touch, sound, gravity and body awareness as well.

Gayatri Devi Park
Located at Rajajinagar, Gayatri Devi Park has wheelchair ramps, a Sensory Integration Track, and an inclusive basketball ground which is two levels lower. Kilikili also conducts summer camps and activities for disabled children at this park.

MN Krishna Rao Park

Located at Basavanagudi, this park is one of the best places for kids to hang out. A wheelchair accessible play station, abacus for children with disabilities, wheelchair merry-go rounds, and tyre swings are some of the equipments made for children with disabilities.

So what are you waiting for? Hop into one of these parks with your kids to have a great vacation!

94. Nodal officers to be appointed in Delhi government agencies to ensure greater sensitization towards needs of PwD

In a step towards sensitizing different government departments towards the needs of disabled people, the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, T D Dhariyal, in the Delhi government has recommended that nodal officers of accessibility be appointed.

These officers are to be appointed at 12 government agencies across Delhi.

The recommendations made come after a meeting held with the representatives of three municipal corporations, the Cantonment Board, Public Works Department, Delhi Development Agency, and the Urban Development Department.

Dhariyal said that these government agencies have been asked to make sure that services, buildings, and other facilities are accessible to people with disabilities. To make these agencies more efficient and prompt, a nodal officer will be specially deputed.

The Commissioner has also asked the Delhi Urban Development Department to set up a monitoring committee to look at the overall implementation of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act.

95. Para fencers from Manipur to miss out on international championship for lack of financial assistance

Three national-level para fencers from Manipur have no choice but to pull out of the International Wheelchair Amputee Sports (IWAS)to be held in Montreal, Canada, this month.

This is because their request for financial assistance from the state government has been ignored. So far no one in the state government has responded to their pleas for aid.

The State Platform of Disabled People Organization Manipur made many attempts to raise funds from the state government to enable the para fencers to travel to Canada. This included an appeal to the Manipur Chief Minister.

This is the third time para athletes from Manipur have missed out on the opportunity to take part in international-level wheelchair competitions.

One of the selected para fencers is W Sohodeba Singh, who has 22 national gold medals under his belt. Singh says that he is disappointed he will have to miss out. His family does not have the resources to send him for the competition.

Mohammed Riyas and Ningombam Geetanjali are other para fencers selected for the international competition.
96. Central library services to include people with disabilities

PANAJI: While the state central library boasts of 2.5 lakh books, accessibility to this storehouse of knowledge to disabled people is limited. In a novel move, the state-of-the-art library will now spearhead inclusion by extending its support to people with visual impairment and the hearing impaired by way of establishing a resource centre.

“We are exploring ways to create and improve the library’s services for the inclusion of people with disabilities. This resource centre will enable them to use wheelchairs, audio books, and will also have assistive devices that will help them in reading and facilitate information,” said library curator, Carlos Fernandes.

The Supreme Court had recently passed an order directing the central government and state governments to make public spaces accessible and inclusive to the differently-abled.

The central library has recently received a grant of Rs 20 lakh under the National Mission on Libraries initiated by the National Knowledge Commission under the Ministry of Culture for the establishment of this resource centre.

People with disabilities will be able to use audio books, screen readers, computers with talk-back feature, tectonic maps, Braille books and different types of lenses

97. Statement of World Blind Union the occasion of International Guide Dogs day to be observed on 25th April 2018

On April 25, we celebrate International Guide Dogs Day, a day that encourages us to recognise the pivotal role guide dogs play in enabling people with sight loss get around safely and independently.

However, the World Blind Union is concerned about stringent restrictions and bureaucratic procedures being imposed by some airlines which are making travel more difficult for people using guide dogs.

According to the Chief Executive Officer for the World Blind Union, Dr. Penny Hartin, some airlines are increasing restrictions due to proliferation of travellers with "comfort dogs".  

"While we recognise that airlines are entitled to enact certain restrictions, we the blind people should not be penalised because of other people travelling with comfort dogs", says Dr. Hartin, a guide dog user and a frequent traveller. She observes that guide dogs are well trained by certified schools and therefore such restrictions are unnecessary.

Ms. Martine Abel-Williamson, the World Blind Union Treasurer and a guide dog user argues that training of guide dogs and accreditation guidelines have been standardised for many years hence users should not be penalised with unnecessary restrictions.

"Establishing additional bureaucratic procedures is an insult and a step back in terms of our right to travel independently and with dignity" says Ms. Abel-Williamson.

The Chair of the World Blind Union's Youth committee and a user of a guide dog, Ms. Diane Bergeron, states that guide dog users have a right to access public spaces. "We also have a responsibility to make sure that our dogs are behaving properly and that we work with airlines to ensure that our rights are being upheld in a way that works for both parties", she says.

The World Blind Union is calling on airlines to recognise and respect the crucial role that guide dogs play in the lives of visually impaired people. In honour of International Guide Dogs Day, the WBU wants airlines to guarantee blind air travellers' safety, dignity, and comfort, the same quality service as all other passengers. 

The WBU also recommends that travel policies and procedures that apply to blind passengers should be developed in consultation with organizations representative of blind people. 

98. WBU appoints new human rights policy advisor

The World Blind Union is pleased to announce the appointment of Ms. Florence Ndagire, from Uganda, as the new Human Rights Policy Advisor, effective April 1st, 2018. She replaces Mr. Jose Viera, the new Chief Executive Officer of the WBU.

[image: image1.jpg]


Ms. Ndagire combines an excellent professional background with a personal commitment to improving the life of people with disabilities. She is the first visually impaired female lawyer in Uganda and has more than 10 years of experience in the field of human rights and inclusive development. 

Ms. Ndagire has worked in several capacities in various civil society organizations. She worked with the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities and she has been the senior Program Officer Advocacy/ Project Coordinator of the Action Peace Building and Inclusion for All in the Rwenzori region at ADD International.  Additionally, she worked on a project called ‘My Story, My Rights’ in partnership with NUDIPU and Light for the World. She is the current Chairperson of the UN Women Civil Society Advisory Group of East and Southern Africa.

 

Ms. Ndagire worked with the Uganda National Association of the Blind as the Human Rights and Fundraising Officer in 2012 where she popularized the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Also, she oversaw the corporate sponsorship in partnership with Light for the World that generated funding for the eye care services.

Ms. Ndagire holds a Bachelor of Laws from Makerere University and a Master of Law in international and European human rights law from the University of Leeds, United Kingdom.

In welcoming the new Human Rights Policy Advisor, Dr. Penny Hartin, the outgoing CEO of the WBU said "we received applications from all six WBU regions with a high presence of female applicants which is indeed very encouraging, especially in a global context where gender balance remains such a challenge. As result of this distinct selection process, we now have a new member in the WBU family, who I believe will significantly contribute to our human rights advocacy work."

Announcement 

1. The Gyan Prabha scheme of National Trust

The Gyan Prabha scheme aims to motivate people with disabilities to pursue higher education or skill development courses.

About Gyan Prabha

• There are three categories of courses supported - Professional, Graduation and Post-Graduation Courses, and Vocational Courses.

• Specific amount per course will be given to cover fees, transportation, books, out of pocket expenses, etc.

• The frequency and duration of funding will depend on the specific course structure of the courses. The frequency can be monthly, trimester wise, six-monthly, or annually.

• The time allowed for the disabled person to complete the course will be decided by an authority from the concerned Institute.

 

Eligibility for Gyan Prabha

• No age and income limit

• Disabled person should have one of the disabilities under the National Trust Act, 1999

• Disabled person should not be enrolled under Gharaunda, Samarth, Disha or Vikaas.

• Disabled person should be enrolled only under one course under Gyan Prabha at a particular point of time.

• Courses applied for should be recognized by the competent state or central authority.

How to enrol

• Applicant logs into National trust website for the application form. Form has to be submitted online only. No application fee for this scheme.

• Upload scanned documents along with application form.

• Send print-out of the filled application form along with supporting documents of final admission to the National Trust within 40 days.

 

Documents for enrolment

• Birth certificate of applicant.

• Disability Certificate

• Bank details with account number, name of account holder, name of the bank, name of bank branch, IFSC code etc.

• ID proof of parent or guardian

• Admission records of the college, or institute.

• Document mentioning maximum time duration allowed to applicant to complete the course.

• Undertaking given on minimum 50% attendance by the student to be given by parents or the guardians as proof for declaration of transportation.

 

For list of courses covered under Gyan Prabha, click here - http://thenationaltrust.gov.in/content/scheme/gyan-prabha.php
For scholarship details, click here - http://thenationaltrust.gov.in/content/scheme/gyan-prabha.php 

2. NOMINATIONS OPEN: 9th NCPEDP-Mphasis Universal Design Awards 2018
National Centre for Promotion of Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP) is a non-profit voluntary organisation founded in 1996 working as an interface between various stakeholders - Government, Industry and Civil Society Organisations (both national and international) for the empowerment of persons with disabilities.

NCPEDP has long believed that accessibility is the bedrock of inclusion. However, it is not limited to just the physical space. It includes, among many others, transport infrastructure, information & technology, aids, and appliances. Access, therefore, is an issue that cuts across disabilities, sectors, abilities and age groups and forms the very basis of Empowerment! And, a concept that is intrinsic to any kind of access is ‘Universal Design’, which means a design that is usable to the greatest extent possible by everyone, regardless of age, ability, or situation.

 

Thus, to recognize exemplary and innovative work towards improved accessibility for persons with disabilities, incorporating principles of Universal Design, that NCPEDP with the support of Mphasis launched the ‘NCPEDP-Mphasis Universal Design Awards’ in 2010.

 

2018 will see the ninth edition of the Awards which are given in 3 categories: Persons with Disabilities, Working Professionals, and Companies/ Organisations. 
 
The Awards cover accessibility in the following fields:


1. Built Environment
2. Transport
3. Information and Communication Technology
4. Services
5. Aids and Appliances

 On the behalf of NCPEDP we appeal all our readers to disseminate this information as widely as possible among their contacts  

The last date for sending nominations is Thursday, 31st May, 2018.  Please send your nominations at secretariat.ncpedp@gmail.com.
3. Weekend Computer classes at NFB Karnataka 

We take this opportunity to remind our readers NFB Karnataka conducts weekend computer training class on every Sunday at its principal office located in Bharat Nagar Magadi Main Road Bangalore. This class is conducted for those V.I. brothers and sisters in and around Bangalore who cannot join any regular computer learning course due to various reasons.

In this class orientation, counseling, practical training of computer applications are given to the class attendees, as per their individual needs

Attending the classes is absolutely free of charge.

Time: 10.00AM to 5.00 PM (Every Sunday) 

Willing attendees may make their registration with all their contact details on or before every Friday. 

For registration and more information Mrs. Lakshmi may be contacted at : 080-23484794 Mob: 9916368800

Information 
1. Helpline for children with neuro-developmental disorders started by AllMS, New Delhi

The All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in New Delhi has started a centre for the research and advanced study of neurodevelopment disorders in children.

The research centre will focus on diagnosing neurodevelopment disorders and how to treat them effectively. The centre will also make a national registry of children who have neurodevelopment disorders for rehabilitation purposes.

The centre will also help parents of children with such disorders with a helpline to cope with medical emergencies. This is a round-the-clock toll-free helpline. The number of the toll-free helpline is 1800-11-7776. It will be managed by four trained nurse counselors.

Autism Spectrum Disorder, Epileptic Encephalopathy’s, Muscular Dystrophies, and Acute Encephalitis Syndromes are some of the main disorders that will be researched at the new AIIMS centre.

There are many children across India who do not get proper guidance and treatment. This new research centre will be a blessing for them. AIIMS is also starting a tele-consultation which will benefit both children with neurodevelopment disorders and their parents as well.

The centre will also provide rehabilitation using the latest technology so that their patients can get maximum benefit out of it.

Employment

1. Recruitment for Arunachal Pradesh Public Services Commission 
Job title: various post

Reservation for pwd : 3 

Last date to apply : 22.06.2018

website: www.appasc.gov.in 

2. Recruitment for Karnataka Lokayukta 
Job title : Group C & D post like stenographer, typist, clerk typist

No of total post: 67

Reservation for V.I : 3 post

Last date for apply: 15th May 2018

website: www.lokayukt.karnataka.nic.in 

3. Recruitment for Gramin Dak Sevak Andrapradesh circle

Job title : Gramin Dak Sevak
No of total post: 2286
Reservation for V.I : 18
Last date for apply: 24th  May 2018

website: www.indiapost.gov.in 

4. Recruitment for SBI Mumbai

Job title : Professional officer
No of total post: 2000
Reservation for V.I : 26

Qualification: Degree
Last date for apply: 13th  May 2018

website: www.sbi.co.in 

5. Recruitment for Jamai Millia Islamia 

Job title : LDC post 
No of total post: 20
Reservation for V.I : 1

Last date for apply: 21st   May 2018

website: www.jmi.ac.in 

6. Recruitment for Ramanagara District Court Karnataka

Job title : typist 
Reservation for V.I : 2
Last date for apply: 22nd   May 2018

website: www.ecourts.gov.in 
7. Recruitment for National Institute of Food Technology Enterpreurship and Management Haryana

Job title : Assistant post
No of total post: 2
Reservation for V.I : 1

Last date for apply: 24th   May 2018

website: www.niftem.sc.in
8. Recruitment for E S A F small finance Bank 

Job title : various management jobs like branch heads, assistant branch heads, credit officer, relationship officer, sales officer etc
No of total post: 3000
Reservation for pwd: as per government rules 

Last date for apply: 21st May 2018

website: www.esafbank.com 

